PRACTICE NOTE 12/2015

Page 1/2 // October 2015

WATER TANKS
IN THE RURAL GENERAL AND
RURAL LIVING ZONES

THE QLDC
DISTRICT PLAN

The definition of building in the district plan is the same as the definition
on the Building Act 1991, with certain exemptions, including buildings
that are smaller than 5m2 in area and 2m in height.

Most water tanks, however, are larger than 5m2 and higher than 2m,
unless they are partially buried. Therefore, given the definition of
buildings above, water tanks would be considered buildings.
Rules 5.3.3.2(i) (Rural Areas) and 8.2.2.2(i) (Rural Living Areas) require
consent for ANY building in the Rural General, Rural Residential or
Rural Lifestyle Zone. Further, if there is a residential building platform on
the site, then a water tank must be located within that building platform
to be considered a controlled activity (rather than a discretionary and
non-complying activity, for which the test to grant consent is higher).
Consent notices and conditions of resource consents to construct
dwellings in the Rural and Rural Living Zones generally require the
consent holder to install a 20,000 or 30,000 litre water tank on site for
fire fighting water supply.
Council’s interpretation is that if there is a condition of consent requiring
the installation of a water tank than no further Resource Consent is
required for the location of the water tank on the site.
Notwithstanding this, water tanks must comply with any relevant bulk
or location controls, and be located within a building platform if there is
on the site. If someone wishes the breach these rules resource consent
will be required to breach the additional rule.
Water tanks should also comply with the guidance on suitable building
colours in the rural zones, which include darker tones of grey, brown or
green.
In summary, Council’s interpretation is that no resource consent is
required for a water tank provided it meets all of the following criteria:
• There is a condition of a resource consent requiring that a water
tank be installed on site
• The water tank is recessive in colour and of a natural hue including
brown, grey or green.
• The water tank is located within the building platform on site (if
applicable) and complies with all relevant site and zone standards
Of course, the easiest way to avoid confusion is to ensure that any
proposed water tanks are indicated on any site plan submitted to
Council for a resource consent application to build a house.
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Disclaimer: The information available in this
practice note is for the purpose of providing
general information on how the Council may
interpret provisions of the Queenstown Lakes
District Plan and is provided for the convenience
of the public only. Queenstown Lakes District
Council accepts no liability for use or misuse of
this information.
Details that may be relevant to a user’s
particular circumstances may have been
omitted. Users are advised to seek independent
professional advice before applying any
information contained on this site to their own
particular circumstances. The Queenstown
Lakes District Council shall not be held liable
for any claim for any loss or damage as a result
of reliance on the information contained in this
practice note whether or not due to negligence
on the part of the Queenstown Lakes District
Council or its employees or contractors.

