Tēnā koe Patricia

We understand that the Panel is considering a request from Ms Rosie Hill that submitters be granted an opportunity to file submissions on the Planning and Natural Environment Bills.

Council’s position is that because the Bills will be passed before the Panel’s decision, it is fair to allow submitters to present legal submissions. However, any opportunity should be strictly limited to anything that has changed in the Bills since the time of filing their legal submissions (related to the second reading version) compared with the version reported from the committee of the whole house (including amendment paper 709) to proceed to third reading (third reading version).

We note that Council has already presented its position on the third reading version, so submitters will have already had the opportunity to hear Council’s position. 

The third reading versions are online (see below links), and our understanding is that these are effectively the final versions of the Bills and it is unlikely for any changes to be made before being enacted:
1. Planning Bill
1. Natural Environment Bill

We respectfully request that any opportunity for submitter legal submissions is provided before the Council files its reply. For example:
1. Submitter legal submissions due one week after close of hearing (strictly limited to changes between the second and third reading versions)
1. Council’s reply due 2-3 weeks after close of hearing.

