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Parliament’s local government reform programme aims to reduce the rates burden by getting councils ‘back to the basics’ and improve efficiency and accountability.
The programme has four areas of focus and overlaps with Local Water Done Well, Going for Housing Growth and Regional Deals. The programme is ongoing with recent
announcements including rate capping, reorganisation of Council’s roles and ministerial portfolios. This A3 summarises the major reforms and their progress.

Local Government Reform Focus Areas

Funding and financing
Expanding council funding options and

Decision making Systems and processes Transparency & accountability

Setting clear roles and effective legislation Giving councils modern regulatory tools and Ensuring ratepayers know what they’re
for local government, saving time and balancing efficiency gains over services and paying for and supporting councillors to
balancing democratic principles costs represent their communities
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The government is progressing several related reforms, the symbol indicates the progress of the reform
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