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13 July 2021 Job Ref: T4303-2 

 

Attn: Vicki jones 

 

Dear Vicki 

 

Kawarau Gorge Trail – Revised Consent Application 

RC200286 & RM200735 

 

Please find attached our revised application for the Kawarau Gorge Trail between Nevis 

Bluff and Felton Road. 

Since the close of submissions, the Trust has been hard at work addressing the issues 

raised by submitters.  

In response to this we now present the following additional information: 

1. Revised trail alignment plans T4303-2_P3_B dated 12/7/2021  

2. Addendum to the AEE  

3. Landscape addendum report from landscape Architect Philip Blakely (expected week 

July 19-23). 

4. Additionally, the Trust are working with DOC on steps that will address the concerns 

raised in their submission. 

5. Additional Affected Party Approvals 

 

Detail of Revised Trail Alignment 

The trail as applied for on 15 September 2020 was between Nevis Bluff and Citroen Bridge 

in the Queenstown Lakes District and between Citroen Bridge and Felton Road in the 

Central Otago District. This revised application maintains the overall scale as applied for. 
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The trail alignment is described in detail in the Addendum report to the AEE and summarised 

here: 

1. Nevis Bluff – follow Kawarau River edge of SH6 to new underpass, then cross to hill side of 

road, (Original route followed edge of Kawarau River for a short section then the north edge 

of SH6) – NOTE Nevis Bluff to underpass and end of NZTA land is not part of this 

application 

2. Follow margins of SH6 in adjoining private land to the Oxbow Adventure Park entry, (original 

was on other side of SH6) 

3. Continue along the edge of SH6 between QLDC/Gun Club and edge of road to the 

intersection of Victoria Flats Road, (original was on other side of SH6) 

4. Turn up Victoria Flats Road and cross this road about 50m from SH6,  

5. Turn back to SH6 margins but with a 2-3m vegetation strip separating the trail and SH6 

(Original crossed SH6 with underpass at distance 1,750m ) 

6. Follow edge of SH6 east towards Victoria Falls Bridge then turn south and descend gently to 

new bridge site over Kawarau River at distance 2,900m which is 350m downstream, of 

Victoria Falls Bridge, (original alignment followed Victoria Flats Road to bridge site further 

downstream) 

7. Cross 100m suspension bridge to True left bank and follow bank of river downstream to 

reach Citroen Rapid Bridge site Including use of rock face bridges (same as used on the Lake 

Dunstan Trail in the Cromwell Gorge) to cross intermediate rock faces, (original route was 

along the top of the river terraces) 

8. Cross at Citroen Rapid to CODC section – (Same as original application) 

9. Bridge Alternative; We seek consent for a bridge option at Distance 5,200m to cross the 

Kawarau River should the bridge at Citroen Rapid not be achievable due to terrain 

constraints. The trail would then continue on the true right bank to intersect the original 

alignment 300m downstream at the Citroen Rapid.  

 

The differences in the trail alignment are overall quite minor with similar sections along SH6, 

bridges over the Kawarau River and sections across private and public land. 

The revised alignment is to ensure the trail is entirely on either Public Land (NZTA, QLDC, 

Public Conservation Land) or private land for which the Trust has secured enduring access.  

The new trail alignment is similar in scale (it is 2km shorter being only 6km vs the original 

8km) with two bridges over the Kawarau River. The two bridges remain of a very similar 

scale being 100m vs 105m at 2,700m mark while the Citroen Bridge is unchanged. 

Suspension bridges will be of the same design with dark brown stained timber and black 

steel. 

Rock face ‘Bluff Bridges’ are proposed as part of the design solution and these are 

summarised as follows: 

• 4,750m – 55m 

• 5,650m – 20m 

• 5,700m – 60m 

• 5,850m – 130m 

Total 265m 
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The rock face bridges being of black steel and timber fit nicely into this landscape as 

demonstrated in the recently opened Lake Dunstan Trail in the Cromwell Gorge. These 

bridges will nestle into the land and have a better environmental outcome than simple 

earthworks where terrain is very steep. Overall, we consider the reduced track length, similar 

suspension bridges and additional bluff bridges will be of a similar scale to the original 

application. 

 

Route options 

Consent is also sought for an alternative bridge location and trail from Distance 5,350m. This 

approach was used for the Lake Dunstan Trail RC180144 to allow for route optimisation 

during the detailed design. Due to changes in land access that have occurred within the last 

2 weeks the Trust seek this option to ensure that as the detailed design progresses, a 

technically feasible route can be formed.  

The bridge location at 5,200m was scoped by our bridge and geotechnical engineers in 2019 

and is achievable but lacks the wow factor that the Trust considers essential to create a 

‘great ride’. Only one trail route would be formed and a condition of consent to this end is 

promoted. The trail routes both involve similar size and design bridges and trail lengths and 

we consider the effects are essentially the same.  

This route option is shown on plan T4303-2_P3_B Sheet 4. While this route option affects 

the trail within the CODC RC200286 a single plan set is included and the original T4303-

2_P1 plan set for the rest of the CODC section has not been revised as there are no other 

changes to that applied for.  

Landscape Addendum 

Philip Blakely of Blakely Wallace has been engaged to provide an addendum report to the 

original application to cover off the landscape impacts of the varied alignment and bridges. 

We expect his report July 19-23. 

DOC Submission 

The Trust have been actively engaged with DOC to address their submission. The Trust are 

seeking to progress the consent on a similar basis to the recently approved Shotover River 

Trail being developed by Queenstown Trails Trust. We propose to provide ecological 

reporting to cover off the DoC submission in spring/summer when the ecological reporting 

can be completed. Due to the timing of many of the plants in the Kawarau Gorge, ecological 

investigation at this time will not yield meaningful results so we propose this work be set 

down for spring/summer and the consent be subject to appropriate conditions. 
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Summary 

The Trust seeks to restart the consent process with a slightly revised and shortened trail 

alignment including associated bridges in order to achieve a ‘great ride’ cycle trail linking 

Gibbston to Bannockburn. 

As part of this restart the Trust submits revised trail design plans, landscape reporting and 

proposes that ecological reporting be a condition of consent to allow for the work to be 

completed at the right time of the year.  

 

 

We believe this is all the information required and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me or Trustee 

Janeen Wood on 027 445 4488 

 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Southern Land 

 
Tim Dennis 

Project Manager 

Central Otago Queenstown Trail Network Trust 

 

Attachments: 
 

Plans T4303-2_P3_B trail design plans 

Addendum to the AEE 

Affected Party Approvals – Scope Resources Ltd & Gibbston Highway Ltd 

Records of Title 921758 & 477524 
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Southern Land  
Ph 021 255 7927   

Kawarau Gorge Trail  2 
Addendum QLDC Section 14 July 21 

 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 This Addendum report addresses changes in the trail alignment and construction in 

response to submissions received on the above Publicly notified applications. 
 

1.2 The numbering used is the same as the original QLDC notified application for ease of 
comparison. 
 
 

 
2.0 LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS 
 
2.1 The site is now legally described as follows: 

 

• Pt Lot 3 DP 303681 held in Record of Title 921758 owned by Gibbston Highway Ltd. 
The site is occupied by the Oxbow Adventure Park. EI 8907214.1 contains a non-
objection land covenant. This covenant has no bearing on this application.  

• Lot 1 DP 420346 held in Record of Title 477523 owned by the QLDC. The Gun Club 
occupies part of the site. Consent notice 828769.3 relates to servicing of the 
allotment and is not relevant to this application. 

• Lot 8 DP 402448 held in Record of Title 477524 owned by Scope Resources Ltd. 
This site is partly occupied by a quad bike tour operation. Title subject to Land 
covenant 8907214.1, 7398568.13 & 7398568.14 and consent notice 7793537-3 
Consent notice 7793537-3 relates to RM 070852 and the style of fencing. Covenant 
13 relates to hunting and 14 relates to non-objection rights. Neither have a bearing 
on this application. 

• Legal road including SH6 (NZTA), Victoria Flats Road (QLDC) and Unformed Legal 
Road (QLDC) on true right bank of Kawarau River. 

• Bed of Kawarau River, no title, administered by LINZ, parcel ID 3145684 

• Crown Land Blk II Kawarau SD, Marginal strip no title administered by DOC 

 
Copies of the relevant Records of Title are contained in Appendix A of this report. 
Covenant contained in EI 8907214.1 and Consent notice 828769.3 are contained in 
Appendix A. All other consent notices and covenants were submitted with the original 
application.  
 
The changes from the original application include removal of the following parcels of land: 
 

• Sec 3 SO 24743, Lot 4 DP 27395 and Sec 14 and Pt Sec 15 SO 342162 owned 
by The Station at Waitiri Ltd, and 

• Pt Lot 3 DP 27395 owned by Rock Supplies NZ Ltd.  
 
2.2 The site occupation now includes the Oxbow Adventure Park on Pt lot 3 DP 303681. 

 
 
3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION & PROPOSAL  
 
3.1 Overview of Proposal and Purpose of Application 
 

The overview and purpose of the application remains unchanged.   
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Kawarau Gorge Trail  3 
Addendum QLDC Section 14 July 21 

However, the Trust is now seeking consent to construct the following: 
 

I. 6km of new cycle trail as opposed to the original application for 7.9km.  
II. Remove the underpass proposed on SH6.  
III. Constructed two suspension bridges with the Nevis Ferry Bridge relocated. 
IV. Construct 4 bluff bridges totalling 265m. 
V. Reduced earthworks of 3,000m³ vs the original 5,750m³ 

VI. As a result of alignment changes the trail will now be entirely contained to the Rural 
General Zone and will not pass into the Gibbston Character Zone. 

 
 Please refer to Appendix B for detailed site location plans ref T4303-2_P3_B 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Site Locations Overview, Source NZTopo.co.nz 
 
 
3.2 Kawarau Gorge environs – No change in the site description 
  
3.3 Earthworks Consent - No change 

 
Resource consent is sought to undertake earthworks along the entire length of trail from 
near Nevis Bluff to Citroen Rapid. The exact location of the earthworks has changed. 
 
 

3.3.1 Nevis Bluff and Margin SH6 
 

Key: 
Kawarau trail 
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The trail formation starts at the boundary of Pt Lot 3 DP 303681 (Gibbston Highway Ltd) 
which is 450m downstream of the Nevis Bluff. The Nevis Bluff section including an 
underpass under SH6 to join with the existing Gibbston Valley Trail will be 
developed by NZTA and is not part of this consent application. 
 
The trail follows the margins of SH6 within Pt Lot 3 DP 303681 (Gibbston Highway Ltd) 
to the eastern boundary of Pt Lot 3 where this joins with the QLDC land. The trail crosses 
the Oxbow Adventure Park entry before joining the margins of SH6. 

 
3.3.2 SH6 from Oxbow Adventure to Victoria Flats Rd & Nevis Ferry Bridge 
 

The trail follows the margins of SH6 between the edge of the road and the fence. In 
places the trail will be separated from SH6 by a steel barrier. 
 
At Victoria Flats Road the trail turns south and follows the edge of the road to a crossing 
50m from SH6. This crossing location allows good sight lines and stopping/waiting 
distance for truck and trailer units coming and going from the landfill and bungy activities. 
 
Having crossed the Victoria Flats Road, the trail turns back towards the margins of SH6. 
Between 1,520m and 2,200m the trail will be separated from SH6 by a planted strip up 
to 2m wide and will be separated from the adjoining land and views of the landfill by a 
2m high planted earth bund. Soil for the bund will be sourced from the trail excavations. 
The purpose of the planting is to screen and create separating between SH6 and cyclists 
using the trail, while the earth bund is to create a barrier between cyclists and the landfill 
operations on adjoining sites.  
 
The trail leaves the edge of SH6 around 2,200m mark and starts a gentle descent to the 
relocated Nevis Ferry Bridge over the Kawarau River at distance 2,900m. This bridge is 
350m downstream from the Victoria Falls Bridge and will be 95m long and 33m above 
the normal river level. The original application included a bridge 570m downstream that 
was 105m long and 21m above the river level. 
 
  

3.3.3 Nevis Ferry Bridge to Citroen Rapid Bridge 
 
The trail is now on the true left bank of the Kawarau River and from the bridge follows 
the river faces downstream through a mixture of open grass/Thyme and thick scrubby 
terrain mostly composed of Briar Rose, Gorse, Broom with limited pockets of native 
scrub. Much of the trail is ‘invisible’ from SH6 being hidden below the top edge of the 
riverbanks. 
 
The terrain along the banks is very steep in places and will require the use of steel and 
timber ‘Bluff Bridges’ as used on the recently completed Lake Dunstan Trail. These 
bridges will allow the trail to be constructed across short rock faces where construction 
by drilling and blasting or conventional excavation is not practical.  
 
The proposed bluff bridges are located as follows: 
 

• 4,750m – 55m 

• 5,650m – 20m 

• 5,700m – 60m 

• 5,850m – 130m 

Total 265m 
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3.3.4 Alternative bridge 95m & 880m trail near Citroen Rapid 
 
Due to the short timeline from reaching agreement with landowners for access and the 
time for the consent application to expire (14/7/21) the Trust has not had sufficient time 
to fully detail the revised alignment from distance 5,350m to Citroen Bridge on the true 
left of the Kawarau River. Recall the original alignment followed the margins of SH6 and 
flatter terrain to avoid the steeper river faces but crossed Pt Sec 15 and Sec 14 SO 
342162 (The Station at Waitiri Ltd). Access has been declined across this private land, 
so the revised alignment sticks to the Public Conservation Land. 
 
While the preferred option is to stay on the true Left and build the trail to the original 
Citroen Bridge site the terrain on the true left is very steep with very thick scrub and cliffs. 
 
Should this preferred route not be practical once a fuller investigation is complete the 
Trust seeks as an option the ability to cross the Kawarau River at 5,350m and then form 
880m of trail on the true right of the Kawarau River above the Citroen Rapid and then 
connect into the original alignment on the true right about 300m downstream of the 
Citroen Rapid. 
 
The bridge site at 5,300m was previously investigated in 2019 as part of assessing 
bridges over the Kawarau River, and the trail alignment on the true right downstream will 
involve conventional excavation across moderately sloping colluvium terrain.  
 
This alternative option is similar to the options considered and consented for the Lake 
Dunstan Trail (RC180144) at Halfway Hut Creek where two route options were presented 
for consent for similar technical reasons. Only one trail will be built and a condition to this 
effect is supported.  

 
3.4 Earthworks Volumes 

 
Earthworks will comprise scraping of the topsoil and organic material and, where the 
cross slope exceeds 10 degrees, cutting a bench, smoothing out cut material to blend 
into the adjoining terrain and laying and compaction of the gravel riding surface. 
 
The design engineer estimates that to form the shorter 6km of trail will generate 3,000m³ 
at an average rate of 0.5m³/m of trail. The original application envisioned 3,950m³ of 
earthworks so this revised alignment reduces earthworks by around 1,000m³.  
 
Additionally, the construction of the underpass in the original application would have 
generated a further 1,800m³ of cut to waste which is now not a part of this application.  
 
As a condition of land access, the excavation material between 1,500m and 2,650m will 
be used to shape mounds up to 2m in height between the trail and adjoining land to 
create a buffer from the landfill. The bund will be planted and seeded and the landowner 
has confirmed irrigation can be made available to support this. 
 

3.5 Structures 
 
The trail development also includes the need for two large suspension bridges and 4 
smaller Bluff Bridges as noted in Section 3.3.3 above. There is no underpass in this 
revised trail. 
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3.6.2 Nevis Ferry Bridge 
 
 Located at distance 2.7km, this 95m long suspension bridge will be similar in design and 

visual impact to the Specularite Creek (Hugo) Bridge on the Lake Dunstan Trail.  
 

The bridge design remains as detailed in the original application.  

 
 

 
3.6.3 Citroen Rapid Bridge 
 
 There is no change to the location, scale or design of this bridge from the original 

application although the trail alignment to get to the bridge is changed as shown below.  
 

 
Figure 4: Looking upstream from the true right bank across Citroen Rapid 
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Figure 5: Pano of Citroen Rapid from true right bank. 
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4.0 DISTRICT PLAN ASSESSMENT 
 

 

 
Figure 6: Planning map from QLDC GIS 

Key: 
Kawarau trail 

Nevis Bluff 

ONL Line 
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4.1 The subject sites are now contained entirely within the Rural General Zone. The site is 
covered by an Outstanding Natural Landscape overlay. Part of the trail is within 
Designation 76 – Landfill buffer 

  
4.3 Between 800m and 2,600m (1.8km) the trail is or appears to be within Designation 76 – 

Landfill buffer 
 
4.4 The revised trail alignment means that consent is no longer required under the following 

Rules : 
 
  OPERATIVE DISTRICT PLAN RULES 
 

The following Rules no longer apply to the revised trail alignment: 
 

I. Rule 5.3.3.3(xii) and Rule 5.7.5.2ii no longer applies as the underpass is not 
part of this revised trail, and 

II. Rule 5.7.3.3(i) and Rule 5.7.3.3i(a) no longer applies as the revised trail does 
not cross the Gibbston Character Zone 

 
PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN RULES 

 
The following Rules no longer apply to the revised trail alignment: 
 

I. Rule 23.5.6 as the revised location of the Nevis Ferry Bridge is >20m from a road 
boundary 

 
4.5 Overall the proposed development is still considered a discretionary activity. 
 
 
 
5.0 ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

 
 
5.2 Permitted Baseline 
 

The permitted baseline remains unchanged by the revised trail alignment. 
   
5.3 Existing Environment 
 

The existing environment remains unchanged by the revised trail alignment. 
 
5.4 Receiving Environment 
 

The receiving environment remains unchanged by the revised trail alignment. 
 
5.5 Assessment  
 
5.5.1 Earthworks Formation and Volumes 
 

As a result of the revised trail alignment, the trail is now shorter at 6km (vs originally 
applied 7.9km). For this revised alignment the design engineer has estimated the volume 
of earthworks required totalling up to 3,000m³ as noted in Section 3. This is a reduction of 
around 2,750m³ over the original application (5,750m³).  
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5.5.2 Earthworks Rehabilitation 
 

No change to original application 
 
5.5.3 Slope Stability  

 
No change to original application 

 
5.5.4 Landscape Assessment  

 
While we do not yet have his addendum report it is anticipated that the revised trail 
alignment will not give rise to effects of a greater scale than already considered by our 
consultant Landscape Architect Mr Philip Blakely. 
 
The revised alignment along SH6 gives rise to almost identical landscape effects while 
the trail to and including the bridges and riverbanks adjoining the Kawarau River are now 
mostly screened form public view.   

 
 
5.5.5 Archaeological Assessment 

 
The archaeological survey completed and submitted with the original application remains 
valid and covered the site with sufficient scale to also include the revised alignment.  
 
 

5.5.6 Positive Effects 
 
 Positive effects remain unchanged from the original application. 
 
 
5.5.7 Summary 
 

The original application comments remain unchanged for the revised alignment. 
 
 

6.0 Assessment of Relevant Provisions of the Operative & Proposed District Plan 
 

 
6.1 Objectives & Policies – Section 5: Rural Areas  
 

Comments regarding Section 5 remain valid for the revised alignment and the trail 
remains consistent with the objectives and policies of this section of the District Plan. 

 
6.2 Objectives & Policies - Section 5 – Gibbston Character Zone 
 

With the revised alignment not crossing this zone the objectives and policies related to 
the Gibbston Character Zone are no longer relevant.  

 
6.3 Objectives & Policies - Section 22 - Earthworks 
 

The original application comments remain relevant and unchanged. 
 

6.3 Section 20 – Landscapes and Rural Character 
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Refer to the Landscape Addendum report prepared by Blakely Wallace & Associates. 
Overall, the revised trail alignment is considered consistent with the objectives contained 
in this section and is assessed as having a low impact.  

 
6.4 Proposed District Plan – Section 6: Landscapes & Rural Character 
 

Refer to Section 9 of the Landscape Addendum report prepared by Blakely Wallace & 
Associates. Their assessment concludes that overall, the revised trail development is 
considered consistent with the objectives of this section and is assessed as having a low 
impact.  

 
6.5 Proposed District Plan – Section 21: Rural Zone 
 

The original application comments remain relevant and unchanged. 
 
6.6 Proposed District Plan – Section 23: Gibbston Character Zone 
 

With the revised alignment not crossing this zone the objectives and policies related to the 
Gibbston Character Zone are no longer relevant.  

 
6.7 Proposed District Plan – Section 25: Earthworks 
 

The original application comments remain relevant and unchanged. 
 

 
6.8 OTHER MATTERS 
 
 No change from the original application 
 
 
7.0 CONSULTATION 
 
7.3 Consultation has been undertaken with the following parties: 
 
7.3.1 DOC who administered public conservation land in the Kawarau Gorge have been 

consulted since the close of submissions. Their submission relates to protection of 
indigenous fauna and flora. As a response to their submission the Trust have engaged the 
services of Ecologist Kate Wardle and Herpetologist Carey Knox to complete onsite 
investigations and reporting in spring/summer 2021/22. It is proposed that conditions of 
consent would ensure the completion and compliance with the recommendations of these 
reports in a similar way to the recently consented Shotover River Trail. 

 
7.3.7 Queenstown Lakes District Council roading who administer Victoria Flats Road have been 

consulted. While legal roads are un-zoned in the District Plan, we have sought their 
approval to this consent application in any case. The trail construction, operation and 
maintenance will be agreed through a License to Occupy between the Trust and QLDC. 

 
7.3.8 NZTA who administer the State Highway network have been consulted for this revised trail 

alignment.   Does the Gun Club come into this section too? 
 
7.3.10 Gibbston Highway Ltd own the Oxbow Adventure Park and their approval is attached in 

Appendix D. 
 
7.3.11 Scope Resources Ltd own lot 8 DP 402448 and their approval is attached in Appendix D. 
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8.0 Part II of the Act 
 
 Comments in the original application remain unchanged. 
 

 
9.0 CONCLUSION 
 
 Remains unchanged from original application. 
 
 
 

 
 

Yours faithfully,  
Southern Land, 

 
 

  
      
 Tim Dennis 
 Project Manager 

BE(hons), Dip Surv, MNZIS 
NZCT Master Trail Builder      
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APPENDIX A 
 

Records of Title  
Pt Lot 3 DP 303681 

Lot 1 DP 420346 
Lot 1 DP 402488 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Southern Land Ltd design plans 
 

T4303-2_P3_B Sheets 1-4 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Landscape Addendum prepared by Blakely Wallace & Associates 
Dated July 2021  

Including site photos prepared by Southern Land Ltd 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Affected Party Approvals 
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Trail avoids all proposed landscaping
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 1 
 

T4303-2 Kawarau Gorge Trail 
Nevis Bluff to Citroen Rapid – LSA site Photos 
Date: 13 July 2021 
 

 
Figure 1: Looking east along SH6 from start of Gibbston Highway Ltd land 

 
Figure 2: Looking west along SH6 near Oxbow entry 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 2 
 

 
Figure 3: Looking west from Oxbow entry. 

 
Figure 4: Looking east from Oxbow entry.  
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 3 
 

 
Figure 5: Looking west along SH6 from west of Victoria Flats Rd 

 
Figure 6: Victoria Flats Road intersection 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 4 
 

 
Figure 7: Cromwell side of Victoria Flats intersection 
 

 
Figure 8: Looking east & south from SH6 on Cromwell side of Victoria Flats Rd intersection 

Road Crossing 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 5 
 

 
Figure 9: Looking downstream at bridge from Victoria Falls, SH6 

 
Figure 10: View from SH6 from adjacent to Bridge site. Trail obscured by vegetation. 

Trail obscured by trees 

Trail obscured by trees 

Bridge 350m away 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 6 
 

 
Figure 11: Looking west from SH6 to Victoria Flat Road terrace. Bridge tops visible.  

 
Figure 12: Looking west from SH6 to Victoria Flat Road terrace. Tops of bridge visible, trail obscured. 
  

Trail obscured 

Trail obscured 
Bridge 

Bridge 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 7 
 

 
Figure 13: Looking southwest from SH6 at un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 

 
Figure 14: Looking west from SH6 to un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 3,800m 

Trail obscured 

Trail obscured 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 8 
 

 
Figure 15: Looking downstream at true left bank  3,800m. 
 

 
Figure 16: Looking west from SH6 toward un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 

Trail obscured 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 9 
 

 
Figure 17: Looking northwest from SH6 towards Nevis Bungy road. Trail fully obscured 

 
Figure 18: Looking upstream at 95m Bridge option 

Trail obscured 

Route option -95m 
Suspension Bridge 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 10 
 

 
Figure 19: Looking upstream from 100m upstream of Citroen Rapid 

 
Figure 20: Looking upstream from Citroen Rapid bridge site 

Bluff bridge 

Bluff bridge 

Bluff bridge 

95m Suspension 
Bridge 

Route option 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 11 
 

 
Figure 21: Looking upstream from 200m below Citroen Rapid bridge  

 
Figure 22: Looking upstream from the true right bank across Citroen Rapid. 

Bluff bridge 

Citroen Bridge 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 12 
 

 
Figure 23: Pano of Citroen Rapid from true right bank 

 
Figure 24: Looking upstream from SH6 above Citroen Bridge at True right bank 

Route option 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 120721 13 
 

 
Figure 25: Looking towards True Right bank from SH6 above Citroen Bridge 

 
Figure 26: Looking downstream to True Right bank from SH6 above Citroen Bridge 
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Addendum Landscape and Visual Effects Assessment:   Kawarau Gorge Cycle Trail  July 2021 (Final) 
 

KAWARAU GORGE CYCLE TRAIL 

Addendum - Assessment of Landscape and Visual 

Effects – Queenstown Lakes District Section 

July 2021 

1 INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 
Since the landscape and visual assessment report (October 2020) there have been changes to the 
alignment of the Trail.   This Addendum report details these changes and the effects on landscape 
and visual values. 
 
This Addendum references the set of drawings and marked up photo-set prepared by Southern Land 
Ltd (July 2021) which details the new trail alignment within the Queenstown Lakes District Council 
boundary. The Addendum should also be read in conjunction with the  October 2020 report. 

1.1 SECTION 1: NEVIS BLUFF TO NEVIS FERRY BRIDGE (0.0KM-2KM APPROX.) 

1.1.1 DESCRIPTION OF TRAIL AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF SECTION 1 (REFER 
PHOTOS 1-10) 

This section is located on Victoria Flats section of the Kawarau Gorge between the Nevis Bluff and 
Waitiri Bend.  

From Nevis Bluff the trail now follows the north side of the SH6 road corridor to a new underpass. It 
is understood that the Nevis Bluff to the underpass is not part of this application i.e. the QLDC 
application starts at the underpass. From the underpass the route follows the margin of the southern 
side of the SH to the Oxbow Adventure Park entry where the trail deviates away from the road corridor 
through mounds by the Oxbow carpark and returns to the road margin. From here the route continues 
along the edge of SH6 next to the QLDC/Gun Club to the intersection of Victoria Flats Road where it 
again deviates along the edge of Victoria Flats Road and crosses this road about  50m from SH6.  From 
here it returns to the SH6 margin with a 2-3m wide vegetation strip separating the trail and SH6 and 
follows the edge of SH6 east towards Victoria Bridge. The route then leaves the SH corridor and swings 
to the south through trees by an old sawmill site on private land and descends the true right river 
escarpment via two switchbacks to a proposed new suspension bridge (Nevis Ferry Bridge) over the 
Kawarau River.  The new bridge is 350m downstream of the Victoria Bridge. 

The Victoria flats trail section is on flat topography with predominantly dry exotic grasses/herbs, and 
weeds.  The latter include briar, hawthorn and broom.  There are a few remnant native shrubs eg 
Coprosma propinqua. 
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At the top of the hill above Victoria Bridge, the trail departs SH6 and passes through exotic conifer 
trees, poplar and groves of sycamore.  The river bank is densely vegetated with a mix of exotic scrub, 
trees and native shrubland. 

1.1.2 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON SECTION 1 

The are no landscape and visual effects along the SH6 corridor along the Victoria Flats section.  The 
Trail will sit alongside the road corridor with minimal earth disturbance and no disturbance of any 
significant vegetation.  

The section descending down to the proposed new Nevis Ferry Bridge including switchbacks is through 
either dense trees or mixed scrub and native shrubland and will largely be hidden from view and 
masked by existing vegetation. 

The new suspension bridge will be a new structure across the river which will offer riders expansive 
views of the Kawarau River corridor as it rounds Waitiri bend from Victoria Bridge toward the Nevis 
River confluence.   It will be a positive new addition to the riverscape in this section.   

The bridge will be most easily viewed by passing traffic on the Victoria Bridge. 

In summary the effects for the Victoria Flat section is assessed as Very Low due to the flat to gentle 
terrain and the extent of landscape modification present. The trail can be easily absorbed across this 
section.  On the section from the top of the hill above the Victoria bridge down the river escarpment 
and including the Nevis Ferry bridge is assessed as Low.  

(refer 7.1.1 Table 1: Definition of Effects  Ratings used in this assessment in the July 2020 Kawarau 
Gorge Cycle Trail Landscape and Visual Assessment Report). 

1.2 SECTION 2: NEVIS FERRY BRIDGE TO CITROEN BRIDGE 

1.2.1 DESCRIPTION OF TRAIL AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF SECTION 2 (REFER 
PHOTOS 11-31) 

From the  Nevis Ferry bridge the route follows the true left bank of the river within Crown Land and 
follows the riverbank past the Nevis River confluence to the proposed Citroen Rapid bridge. 
 
Due to the rugged topography the lower section includes the use of a series of rock face bridges 
(similar to those used on the recently completed Lake Dunstan Cycle Trail). The rock face bridges are 
within the upper face of the inner gorge of the river and are fixed to the vertical rock faces. 
 
In the event of the rock face bridges not being achievable an alternative bridge is proposed at 
Distance 5200m to cross the Kawarau River and continue on the true right bank to intersect the 
original alignment 300m downstream of the Citroen Rapid. 
  
Section 2 is within the area known as Waitiri Bend of the Kawarau Gorge downstream of Victoria 
Flats. It comprises narrow terrace flats and river bank between the river and the elevated terrain 
and mountain slopes enclosing the river gorge. The river is deeply incised within the generally steep-
sided inner gorge.  
 
An unnamed, pyramid shaped hillock is a prominent topographic feature on the opposite side of the 
river from where the trail is proposed downstream of the proposed Nevis Ferry bridge. 
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SH6 is located on the  terrace flats aligned more or less parallel with the river. The land between the 
river and SH6 is not grazed by stock but is heavily infested by rabbits. Wild goats are also present.  
Vegetation is dry grass, thyme with extensive mixed scrub and weeds (mainly briar and hawthorn). 
Included in the mix are scattered native shrubs especially nearer Citroen Rapid.  Short tussock and 
native ground cover species are also present.    
 
Downstream of the Nevis Ferry bridge includes similar vegetation type but also includes thickets of 
sycamore and hawthorn marking the site of the Edwards Ferry Hotel. 
 
Tailings left from early mining are dotted along the riverbank. 
 
Below the Nevis confluence the terrain on the true left of the river is increasingly steep, rugged and 
wild.  The trail is located either on the edge of river bank or on the upper rock face within the rivers 
inner gorge via a series of rock face bridges (total 265m) to negotiate this section. This option would 
allow for a unique and memorable trail experience close to and within the inner gorge of the river. 
 
The alternative route sought for consent is for a bridge at Distance 5200m to cross the Kawarau 
River and continue on the true right bank to intersect the original alignment 300m downstream of 
the Citroen Rapid. 
 

1.2.2 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON SECTION 2 

The section from the Nevis Ferry bridge follows the river bank on easy terrain with predominantly 
thyme and mixed scrub and will mostly be out of view from SH6.  

The section downstream of the Nevis River confluence to the Citroen Rapid bridge (Option 1) is 
significantly more challenging terrain. The rock face sections within the river gorge will be new 
structures within the river corridor (as will the Citroen Rapid bridge) and to some degree will impact 
on the wild and scenic characteristics of the river in a section of the river where there are currently no 
man-made features.  

As can be seen with the new Lake Dunstan Trail these types of structures fit comfortably and can be 
easily absorbed in a natural environment due to appropriate design and materials and due to the scale 
of the structures in relation to the scale of the receiving landscape.  Furthermore they are additions 
that if removed would return the landscape to its natural state without permanent change providing 
added justification for their acceptability. 

This section  (Option1) will not be visible from SH6. 

The alternate route with the bridge relocated upstream (Bridge Option 2) and the trail following along 
the true left bank would have greater visual effects with the trail following along the toe slopes of 
Mount Difficulty  mostly in direct view from SH6. There would be short term visual effects following 
construction but the terrain is easy and the dense vegetative cover will mitigate visual effects.  

 In summary Option 2 has greater visual effects but little or no effect on the wild and scenic 
characteristics of the river.  Option 1 has no visual effects from SH6 but some effects (assessed as low 
to moderate) on the rivers wild and scenic characteristics.  Both options are acceptable in landscape 
and visual terms. 

The bridge will be a new light weight suspension bridge.  This and the rock face bridges are typical of 
recreational structures in natural environments throughout the Department of Conservation Estate. 
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The effects rating (from the Definition of Effects Rating Table) is assessed as Moderately Low for 
Option 1 and Low for Option 2.  

Moderately Low is defined as ‘Moderate to low but still noticeable change in the characteristics, key 
attributes or quality of the landscape and/or a low and barely noticeable change in views or perceived 
visual amenity.’ 

2 RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS AND PROVISIONS 

 
These matters are addressed in the main report  Kawarau Gorge Cycle Trail Landscape and Visual 
Assessment , October, 2020 and comments in that report remain relevant for the proposed 
alignment changes. 

2.1 KAWARAU WATER CONSERVATION ORDER (1997) 

 
The main stem of the Kawarau River is covered by this WCO which protects the rivers ‘outstanding, 
wild, scenic and other characteristics’. 
Comment: 
The outstanding, wild, scenic and other characteristics will be maintained and upheld by the 
proposed Cycle Trail for either Options 1 or 2.  
 
For option 1 the sections with rock face bridges will have some effects on the wild, scenic and other 
characteristics (rated as moderately low) but will not be adverse effects and will facilitate the 
public’s use and enjoyment of the wild and scenic values of the river in a section of the river not 
normally experienced by the public. 
 
Philip Blakely 
Registered Landscape Architect 
Blakely Wallace Associates 
 
July 2021 
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T4303-2 Kawarau Gorge Trail 
Nevis Bluff to Citroen Rapid – LSA site Photos 
Date: 26 July 2021 
 

 
Figure 1: Looking east along SH6 from start of Gibbston Highway Ltd land 

 
Figure 2: Looking west along SH6 adjoining Oxbow. Trail obscured by landscape bunds 
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Figure 3: Looking east adjoining Oxbow  

 
Figure 4: Looking west from 50m east of Oxbow entry. 

Trail obscured by Oxbow 
landscape bunds 

Trail obscured by Oxbow 
landscape bunds 
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Figure 5: Looking east from Oxbow entry.  

 
Figure 6: Looking west along SH6 from west of Victoria Flats Rd 
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Figure 7: Victoria Flats Road intersection 

 
Figure 8: Cromwell side of Victoria Flats intersection 
 

Road Crossing 
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Figure 9: Looking east & south from SH6 on Cromwell side of Victoria Flats Rd intersection 

 
Figure 10: Looking downstream at bridge from Victoria Falls, SH6 

Trail obscured by trees 

Bridge 350m away 
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Figure 11: Looking towards True Left bank of Kawarau River from edge of Victoria Flats Road

 
Figure 12: Bridge site viewed from true left bank looking downstream 

Bridge obscured 
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Figure 13: View from SH6 from adjacent to Bridge site. Trail obscured by vegetation. 

 
Figure 14: Looking west from SH6 to Victoria Flat Road terrace. Bridge tops visible.  

Trail obscured 

Trail obscured by trees 

Bridge 
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Figure 15: Looking west from SH6 to Victoria Flat Road terrace. Tops of bridge visible, trail obscured. 
  

 
Figure 16: Looking southwest from SH6 at un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 

Trail obscured 

Trail obscured 
Bridge 
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Figure 17: True left bank downstream of bridge 

 
Figure 18: Looking west from SH6 to un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 3,800m 

Trail obscured 
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Figure 19: Looking downstream at true left bank  3,800m. 

 
Figure 20: Looking west from SH6 toward un-named hill. Trail fully obscured 

Trail obscured 
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Figure 21: Nevis River confluence looking upstream 

 
Figure 22: Looking northwest from SH6 towards Nevis Bungy road. Trail fully obscured  

Trail obscured 

Trail obscured 
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Figure 23: Looking upstream at 95m Bridge option 

 
Figure 24: Looking upstream from 100m upstream of Citroen Rapid 

Bluff bridge 

Bluff bridge 

95m Suspension 
Bridge 

Route option -95m 
Suspension Bridge 
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Figure 25: Looking upstream from Citroen Rapid bridge site 

 
Figure 26: Looking upstream from 200m below Citroen Rapid bridge  

Bluff bridge 

Bluff bridge 

Citroen Bridge 

Route option 



T4303-2 Kawarau Trail: QLDC LSA Photos 260721 14 
 

 
Figure 27: Looking upstream from the true right bank across Citroen Rapid. 

 
Figure 28: Pano of Citroen Rapid from true right bank 
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Figure 29: Looking upstream from SH6 above Citroen Bridge at True right bank 

 
Figure 30: Looking towards True Right bank from SH6 above Citroen Bridge 

Route option 

Route option 

Citroen Rapid 
Out of view 
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Figure 31: Looking downstream to True Right bank from SH6 above Citroen Bridge 

Route option 

Citroen Rapid 
Out of view 
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2 August 2021 

Southern Land  

 By email: tim@southernland.co.nz 

Queenstown 9348 

Attn.   Tim Dennis 

 

Dear Tim: 

Route Assessment: Victoria Bridge to Citroen Rapids, Kawarau Gorge Trail 

The above captioned section of trail has been subject to a desk study based on the 

scheme layout plans you provided plus limited aerial photograph coverage from Victoria 

Bridge downstream to almost the Nevis River confluence. 

The main difference from the earlier scheme I looked at is a new crossing just 

downstream of the SH6 Victoria Bridge and an alignment along the steep slope from the 

terrace edge leading down to the river as opposed to the easier terrace surface.  

The upstream bridge crossing seems to be very similar to the earlier downstream 

position in terms of span and geology on both sides.  

The sidling route downstream of the crossing is mostly alluvium in the section between 

the bridge down to opposite ‘Unnamed hill’ (true right side).  Rock outcrops 

predominate downstream of that with alluvial pockets becoming scarce then absent 

altogether as Citroen Rapids are approached.  

Care will need to be taken to ensure all earthworks can be contained within the land 

allocated for trail construction.  This may include an extra allowance above cut slopes to 

accommodate any slips that might occur upon completion. 

 

 

  
  

  

PO Box 374 

Queenstown 9348 

New Zealand 

Ph (64 3) 4423777 

jeff@geoconsulting.co.nz 
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Upstream of the rapids there is a section of road that has been repeatedly repaired to 

restore the shape following slumping.  We are aware of additional cracks above and 

below the road which will need to be incorporated into an overall model.  The zone of 

movement has been interpreted as a tension crack opening up due to a large block 

moving towards the river.  The trail alignment would have to cross that zone of 

instability and any rigid structure such as a bridge could be damaged in the 

process.  One possible solution might be to construct a swing bridge across the 

displacement zone which would allow for some lateral movement without loss of 

integrity  

The remaining section downstream to the Citroen Rapids bridge would require gantries 

and bridges to span rock faces.  We now have a proven ability to traverse such difficult 

country but it will need to be subject to rock fall/rock slide risk assessment.  

None of the above appears to present an insurmountable problem that would lead to 

abandonment of this route but more detailed investigations will be necessary when 

access is available.  

 

Sincerely, 

Geoconsulting Ltd 

 

 

per J.M.Bryant  

M.Sc. F.G.S. 

 

1000342 
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AFFEC TED PERSON’S DE TAILS 

WHAT INFORMATION/PLANS HAVE YOU SIGHTED 

DE TAILS OF PROPOSAL 

I/We 

Are the owners of

I/We hereby give written approval for the proposal, subject to a deemed permitted boundary activity application to:

at the following property:

I/We understand the proposal and understand that the consent authority will permit the applicant to undertake 
the activity (provided they have supplied the correct information, including all other written approvals required). 

I/We have sighted and initialled ALL plans dated
and approve them.

I/We understand that I/we may not withdraw written approval.
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APPROVAL OF AFFEC TED PERSON(S) 

A

B

C

D

Name (PRINT)

Contact Phone / Email address

Signature Date

Name (PRINT)

Contact Phone / Email address

Signature Date

Name (PRINT)

Contact Phone / Email address

Signature Date

Name (PRINT)

Contact Phone / Email address

Signature Date

The written consent of all owners who are affected. If the site that is affected is jointly owned, the written consent of all 
co-owners (names detailed on the title for the site) are required.

Note to person signing written approval

You should only sign this form if you fully understand the proposal. You should seek expert or legal advice if you need the 
proposal or deemed permitted boundary activity process explained to you.

Conditional written approvals cannot be accepted, and written approvals cannot be withdrawn once provided.

There is no obligation to sign this form, and no reasons need to be given.

If you do not sign this form, resource consent may be required for the activity and you may have the opportunity to submit 
on the application. 

If signing on behalf of a trust or company, please provide additional written evidence that you have signing authority.

Queenstown Lakes District Council  
Private Bag 50072, Queenstown 9348  
Gorge Road, Queenstown 9300

P: 03 441 0499 
E: resourceconsent@qldc.govt.nz  

www.qldc.govt.nz Pa
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