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Registration proposal - Historic Area

SUMMARY
Name of Area Wong Gong’s Terrace Historic Area

Other or former
name(s) :
[plus dates associated 
with those names]

N/A

Area Description The main features included are Wong Gong's store site, his irrigation reservoir, 
and several building terraces. A modem crib is also located on the site, together 
with a long drop toilet, but is not considered to have heritage value.

The site of the store, the later miners' camp and an adjacent area of gold 
workings are recorded by the NZAA as site E41 (originally S123/81). The 
main storage reservoir on the terrace is recorded as site E41/32 (originally
S123/82).

The boundaries are defined as the northern and western edges of the terrace.
The eastern boundary is the present Skippers Road. The southern boundary is 
extended beyond the edge of the terrace in order to incorporate the main 
storage dam in Wong Gong Creek and part (but not all) of the supply race.

The proposed historic area is within Pt Run 27(a close to 44,000 acre/17,753 
hectare property), held under lease by Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Ltd 
under title OTA2/1228. It has not been possible to check the older titles, as 
these files are missing from Archives New Zealand.

Have you attached a map outlining the boundaries of the proposed area?
Yes.

Address 1
Suburb

Wong Gong’s Terrace

Address: 2.
Town/Locality

Skippers Road

Address: 3:: .
Region

Otago

Address 4
Description of 
location

Wong Gong's terrace is located in the Shotover Valley, immediately below the 
Skippers Road about 1.5 kilometres south of Skippers Bridge. The only road 
access is along Skippers Road.

Local:;authorities:: ' Queenstown Lakes Dishict Council

Locahanthority- : 
listiHg(s);

None

; Smnmary'of:
Significance,..

The proposed Wong Gong's Terrace Historic Area, adjacent to the Skippers
Road in the Shotover Valley near Queenstown, provides an insight into the life 
of a gardener and storekeeper, who provided a meeting place for Chinese 
miners in an isolated goldfields community. It provides a representative, 
largely unmodified archaeological example of a Chinese store, market gardens 
and associated structures m an isolated area of the nineteenth century Otago 
goldfields. Storekeepers provided a vital support for the Chinese mining 
community, as a source of Chinese commodities as well as a place to meet. The 
site provides a spectacular view of the extensive sluicings nearby, emphasising
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the goldmining context of the Shotover Valley. Wong Gong's Terrace Historic 
Area provides an example of a vital and locally recognised Chinese presence in 
the Shotover Valley that is largely un-represented.

The Shotover was one of the richest fields in Otago, with a significant Chinese 
population, whose presence is largely invisible. Wong Gong's Terrace Historic 
Area recognises a man whose name was given to the land and to the nearby 
stream, and whose history is a significant story in this forbidding landscape. 
Wong Gong's story and his store's role as a meeting place, provides a way into 
recognising the Chinese community in this area as well as providing the only 
real physical evidence of his life in the Shotover. Given the lack of historical 
material the site provides a way of telling the story of an isolated Chinese life 
in a harsh environment.

COMPONENTS OF THE AREA
1 Name: Building and hut sites (former)

Address: Wong Gong's Terrace, Shotover Valley
Legal Description: Part Run 27
Owner(s):Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Ltd
Address of Owner(s): Bendall and Cant Ltd, 61 High Street, Aucldand
NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable): N/A

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable): Hut site S123/82 
NZMS 260 grid references. Easting: Northing:
GPS Co-ordinate Taken From:
GPS Co-ordinates. Easting: Northing:

Brief Description:
The main building site on the terrace is located underneath the young sycamores behind the 
modem crib. It consists of a flat area measuring 10 metres by 20 metres, with a 4 metre extension 
at the southern end cut into the bank. The rear of the site is revetted. A pile of stones at the 
northern end may be the remains of a collapsed chimney.

On the western side of the store site there is a small collapsed corrugated iron hut with a small 
Orion cast-iron coal range. This hut originally measured approximately 1.4 metres by 6.2 metres. 
According to the site record form (S123/82) this hut was part of Lorden & Fletcher's mining camp 
in the 1930s.

Several other possible building sites were also recorded during the survey. On the south side of the 
vehicle track leading off the Skippers Road there are two terraces cut into the gentle slope. One is 
situated right beside the track, and measures 3 metres by 2 metres. Tire second is situated 5 metres 
further south, and measures 9 metres by 6 metres.
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Name: The water supply and storage system
Address: Wong Gong's Terrace, Shotover Valley
Legal Description: Pt Run 27
Owner(s): Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Ltd
Address of Owner(s): Bendall and Cant Ltd, 61 High Street, Auckland
NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable): N/A

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable): S123/82 
NZMS 260 Grid references. Easting: Northing:
GPS Coordinate Taken From:
GPS Coordinates. Easting: Northing:

Brief Description:
Operating a market garden in such an arid area as the Shotover Valley, Wong Gong would have 
required an efficient irrigation system. Some elements of this system can still be identified. Water 
was collected from creeks running down the flank of the valley to the south of the garden terrace, 
and fed by water race into a dam built in Wong Gong Creek. This dam has now completely silted 
up to the top of the dam wall. From this dam, another water race led around to the north, where it 
branched. One branch fed a reservoir situated beside the store site, which was contained by a 40 
metre long earth embankment. This has been breached in two places. An iron pipe runs through the 
base of the reservoir wall, from where water was presumably led to the gardens. The reservoir is 
slowly filling with talus washed down from the Skippers Road above.

The other branch of the race led to the north, again presumably to feed the gardens at the far end of 
the terrace. A portion of the race has been covered by the talus. At the northern end of the terrace 
there is a possible shallow reservoir. The site record form for the main reservoir on the terrace 
(S123/82) states that it could have been built in the 1870s, and was used between 1890 and 1900 
by Wong Gong, and was last used in the 1930s by Lorden and Fletcher.______________________
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Name: Remains of plantings and garden site
Address: Wong Gong's Terrace, Shotover Valley
Legal Description: Part Run 27
Owner(s):Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Ltd
Address of Owner(s): Bendall and Cant Ltd, 61 High Street, Auckland
NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable): N/A

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable): S123/82 
NZMS 260 grid references. Easting: Northing:
GPS Co-ordinate Taken From:
GPS Co-ordinates. Easting: Northing:

Brief Description:
Wong Gong's gardens would have been situated on the grassy flats of the main terrace. At the time 
of the survey this area was covered with medium length grass which obscured any fine ground 
detail which may still be present. At the northern end of the terrace there is a cut bank, which may 
mark a levelled garden area.

While the vegetable garden areas lack any immediately visible features, there are a number of trees 
in the area which were deliberately planted. The bank at the rear of the main terrace is covered 
with sycamores, many of which are wilding. The original trees that provided the seed source are in 
many cases still identifiable. An old fence line leading from the reservoir by the store site to the 
north follows such a line of old trees. A single large sycamore is situated beside the two small 
terraces on the south side of the vehicle track, while two large silver birches are situated to the east 
of these terraces.

Miscellaneous features
A number of hack features were also recorded on Wong Gong's terrace. On the south end of the 
terrace a narrow but clearly defined benched path leads down to Wong Gong Creek. This presently 
provides access to the water in the creek for visitors to the site.

Rumring below the Skippers Road is the formation of an old pack track. It was followed from the 
silted-up main dam to the north for 80 metres until it was lost. From the site of the old store, 
running south to meet the present vehicle track, there appears to be an old path or track. This is 
defined as a clear line through the sycamores.
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HISTORY OF THE AREA
Mining the Shotover

The Shotover area had been part of Gilbert Rees’ pastoral run, which he had taken up in the late 1850s. 
Thus he had only briefly been in occupation in what was later to be known as Queenstown when gold was 
discovered in the Wakatipu area. The government paid Rees £10,000 compensation for the loss of the run. 
Queenstown became the centre for exploration of the Wakatipu goldfield, and for European exploration 
further afield to places such as Milford Sound and St Martin’s Bay.1

The gold rush at the Shotover River began in November 1862 after Thomas Arthur and three others 
obtained 200oz of gold in eight days by washing the sand at what became known as Arthur’s Point. After 
two months work they had recovered £4,000 worth of gold. The rush that followed was the largest that 
occurred in Otago. The area was remote and access difficult, making provisioning both troublesome and 
expensive.2

Before the end of 1863 many other gold-bearing creeks and gullies were discovered in the tributaries of 
the Shotover. The passage up the Shotover was difficult beyond Arthur’s Point, owing to the almost 
continuous gorge for forty miles upstream. Despite the difficulties almost the whole of the river was 
prospected. One of the most important discoveries was that of Maori Point, about thirty miles above 
Queenstown, and close to the area where Wong Gong would later have his store. Named after its 
discoverers Dan Ellison and Hakaria Haeroa, Maori Point yielded rich returns. The chief of the areas 
opened up on the Shotover was Skippers.3 In February 1863 the Shotover was described in the Otago 
Witness as the richest river in the world.4

The Shotover had good deposits in the gravel of the terraces on the banks of the river, but the banks rose 
so steeply that it was difficult to work them without endangering life. The authorities issued warnings to 
deter those who remained on their claims after the summer had passed.5

The peak of the Wakatipu rush was in 1863. It ended with a bout of severe weather, followed by serious 
flooding which resulted in significant loss of life and mining equipment. The Shotover, its course blocked 
by avalanches of gravel, burst through the barriers, sending 10-20ft waves downstream. Those camping 
on the river beaches survived only by clambering up cliff faces. Snow followed flood, frost followed 
snow, and the result was enormous difficulties in packing supplies into the isolated fields leading to near 
starvation and some deaths from exposure.6 By 1865 alluvial miners had drifted to the West Coast 
goldfields, although quartz mining and dredging would continue for longer.

A small settlement developed at Maori Point. It was the only place on the Skippers Track where there was 
an area of open flat land. Its peak population was around 1863, and by 1864 the population was declining. 
One hotel (from an original 8 or so licensed premises) survived until 1900, serving those travelling the 
Skippers Road. A store and post office existed at Maori Point until around 1895, when a fire destroyed 
the buildings.7 Postal services moved to the hotel and continued until 1920.

The first Chinese arrived in the Wakatipu Disfrict in 1868, going first to Big Beach at Arthurs Point. The 
Chinese population grew to 735 by mid 1870, only slightly less than the population of European miners. 
By 1871 there were more Chinese than European miners in the area.8

1 Salmon, pp.92-93.
2 Vincent Pyke, History of Early Gold Discoveries in Otago, Otago Daily Times and Otago Witness Company, 
Dunedin, 1963, pp.85-86. [first published 1887]
■’ Pyke, pp.88-89.
4 J.H.M. Salmon, A History of Goldmining in New Zealand, RE Owen, Government Printer, Wellington, 1963, p.87.
^ Salmon, p.87.
6 Salmon, pp.94-96.
7 A.J.De La Mare,. The Shotover River - ‘The Richest River in the World’ A History of Goldmining on the Shotover 
River, Lakes District Museum, Arrowtown, 1993, pp.57-58.
8 Ng, vl, p.144.
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Gold dredges operated at Maori Point in the first decade of the twentieth century. While mining declined 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, there was a recovery in the form of large scale mining 
activities from 1934-1941.9

Chinese Gardens and Stores in Central Otago

A notable feature of the Otago Goldfields just before the arrival of the Chinese had been the large number 
of storekeepers - 872 in early 1866. As the European miners left the Otago goldfields for the West Coast, 
these storekeepers must have expected some economic benefit from the arrival of Chinese miners. At first 
their wishes were realised, and businesses sprang up in areas that there were significant Chinese 
populations, such as Nevis. As the Chinese in some places opened their own stores, serving both Chinese 
and European customers, European traders became more hostile to the Chinese.10

According to James Ng Chinese storekeepers have been largely forgotten. In Clyde the first Chinese store 
opened in 1868, and another long established business Sin Sing Lee store was started in 1872. Wong Gow 
had tea and general stores at Arrowtown and Cardrona in the 1870s. Wong Gong operated on the 
Skippers road in the 1880s. Most of the larger settlements had Chinese stores to support the Chinese 
mining population.11

Chinese still frequented European shops if the prices were good. It was estimated that the Chinese 
increased the European trade in Lawrence by one third, and there was significant Chinese spending at for 
example Queenstown and Cromwell. The Chinese stores were small businesses. Ng notes that one small 
Chinese store was described as a single crowded room with a sacking door, and wall partitions made from 
packing cases. The main room of the Sun Kum Hop store in Lawrence measured only 14ft by 11ft. Most 
goldfield buildings were primitive however.12

Small solitary stores in the goldfields provided provisions and company. The Skippers Chinese store 
closed in 1878. The storekeeper was a man called Wong Dep Feat, and he died in 1901.13

Chinese orchards and gardens were also a notable feature in Central Otago. The gardens faced stiff 
European competition, and some public opposition. The antagonism was mitigated somewhat by the 
Chinese gardens having a reputation for lower prices and good service, hi Central Otago Chinese 
gardeners usually formed a garden to supply their own needs, and then some expanded it to sell to the 
surrounding neighbourhood. According to James Ng local suppliers were to be found at Wetherstones, 
Macetown, Conroy’s Gully, Bald Hill Flat and Round Hill. Other market gardens were associated with 
towns, including Waitahuna, Lawrence, Tapanui, Roxburgh, Cromwell, Queenstown and Riverton. Large 
market gardens were recorded at Beaumont, Butcher’s Gully, Clyde, Ophir, Matakanui, Arrowtown and 
Palmerston. Chinese gardens were placed in goldfields where ever good opportunities existed.14

Chinese commercial crops in inland Otago included potatoes, com, cabbage, peas, gooseberries and 
strawberries. According to James Ng Chinese miners grew Chinese vegetables such as Chinese cabbage 
for their own use. One of the last large scale Chinese market gardens in Central Otago was that of Charlie 
Lock Chong (Ah Lock, Lok Tseung) at Matakanui.15

Wong Gong

Wong Gong operated a store, garden and orchard at what became known as Wong Gong’s Terrace, near 
Maori Point on the Skippers Road; Information regarding him and his business is sketchy, but the site

9 De La Mare, p.58.
10 Ng, vl, pp.157-58.
"Ng, vl,p,198.
12 Ng, vl, p.159.
L’ Ng, vl, p.l75n.
14 Ng, vl, p.321.
15 Ng,vl, p.323.
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provides an illustration of the isolation and transience of the Chinese goldfield community. Wong Gong 
(Wong Jay Noong) himself was of Taishan origin. He worked on other goldfields in Otago and was 
known to have kept a store at Butcher’s Gully prior to his one at Skippers. He had apparently then 
invested in Bullendale, a mining area 10 kilometres north of Skippers, with heavy losses.16

Wong Gong’s store, garden and orchard were close to Wong Gong Creek on Wong Gong’s Terrace at 
Maori Point on the Skippers Road, overlooking the Chinese river workings.17 These businesses were 
mentioned in the 1883-84 Wise’s New Zealand Directoiy. Stone’s Otago and Southland Directory lists 
Wong Gong as a Chinese interpreter in Arrowtown in 1888. Wong Gong’s garden was mentioned in the 
New Zealand Presbyterian in March 1888. Alexander Don mentions Wong Gong’s store in 1891, noting 
the premises could accommodate nine men.

Around 1901, as the numbers of the Chinese in the Shotover area declined sharply, he left his store and 
went mining in the Shotover.18 In April 1901 Alexander Don mentioned that there were only 15 men 
living singly or in small groups scattered along the riverbank.19

Wong Gong died in 1909 and is buried in Queenstown Cemetery.20

Little is known about the land use on Wong Gong's Terrace after this date, other than the site being used 
during the Depression mining period in the 1930s, and its current site for the crib and as a viewing point 
for tourists on their way to Skippers

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA
Photographs held at the Hocken Library show Wong Gong's Ten-ace and what looks to be his house or 
store. They are undated but appear to show the same building identified in James Ng's Windows on a 
Chinese Past. The photographs show a small single gable cottage with a lean-to rear and chimney. The 
house with outbuildings is on a river terrace with walls marking the edges, and perhaps some internal 
divisions, although at a distance the detail is difficult to distinguish. There is evidence of tree planting 
around the house site and to its rear, but otherwise the terrace is bare (see appendices).

The site of Wong Gong's store and garden is situated on Wong Gong's Terrace, which is a small flat 
terrace below the Skippers Road on the true left of the Shotover Valley. Tire terrace measures 
approximately 250 metres by 70 metres at its maximum extent. A modem crib has been built near the 
site of the store. A vehicle track leads down to the terrace from the road, and drops off the edge to zig
zag down to the edge of the river, where there is a derelict crib.

The archaeological evidence of Wong Gong's store and garden consists of a number of elements that are 
all part of one overall system, but can be described individually. These elements are: the store/built 
structures; the water supply and storage system; the gardens and miscellaneous features.

Current Physical Condition:
See under individual components

16Ng, vl, p.199.
17 Ng, vl, p,175n. See picture appended (source: Ng, vl, p.199.); see also p.220n.
18 Ng, vl, p.199.
19 Ng, vl, p.332.
20 Ng, vl, p.l75n.
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Statement of historical
significance or value

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Statements of Significance

Store keeping on the goldfields represent an important industry within 
that significant historical period. Storekeepers provided support for the 
large population of miners. Chinese stores provided a place to meet as 
well as provisions for Chinese miners. Wong Gong's store and associated 
garden and irrigation remains provides insight into the services provided 
for miners. Tire history of Chinese miners at Skippers is an important 
aspect of that area's history, one largely un-represented.

The Shotover was one of the richest goldfields in New Zealand. Its 
isolation, harsh conditions and spectacular landscape made it also one of 
the most famous. Chinese miners represented at times the majority of the 
population, and yet their role in the area is largely unknown. Wong 
Gong's store and associated sites provide context for that Chinese 
history, and provide a starting point in the recognition of the Chinese 
presence in Skippers, and in Otago.

Statement; of ^ ar cMtectiif al,: 
arcliaeolo:gieal;;;scieiitifie;::; 
technologicMy aesthetic::;;
significance or value

The archaeological remains of Wong Gong's gardens and store provide a 
representative example of a Chinese market garden in the goldfields. It 
has undergone very little modification since abandonment. The water 
reticulation system is largely intact, and easily studied. Its complexity 
with several interrelated storage dams, lends it significance.

The setting is spectacular with views of the extensive sluicings on 
Pleasant Creek Terrace. This places the site in a landscape context 
emphasising both the steep, spectacular and inaccessible nature of the 
Shotover Valley, as well as the goldmining that brought people into this 
place and was the reason for Wong Gong to operate his store and garden.

The remains of the 1930s hut built within the older site is a reminder of 
the small-scale goldmining during the Depression. Many old mining 
areas were re-opened, with miners often living in old huts that were 
rebuilt, or in this case in new huts built on the site of earlier occupations.

StatemenCof: social;!;.;; 
spiriMalytraaitioiial;; 
cuItiEatV;
significance or value

Wong Gong's Terrace on the Shotover has a clear association with the 
early New Zealand Chinese miners in Central Otago. Tire store provided 
a meeting place and a source of Chinese commodities for Chinese 
miners in a particularly isolated area. This river terrace flat remains 
known as Wong Gong's Terrace, and a nearby stream is called Wong 
Gong's Creek, recalling his presence in the area.

Type
I mC AciiviTy iVlimngcd

I lisioric irscrv e 
iVinori rcsi j \ e 
! lu iiage or iNx'i 
<:o\ ciiai ii
C)ihci - Gw d.-.iail;,

Details
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
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URGENCY AND OTHER INFORMATION
This nomination is part of a group of registration proposals relating to Chinese sites in Otago. Chinese 
sites and buildings are significantly under-represented on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust register, 
and these proposals aim to redress the balance. The nominations represent a range of Chinese experiences 
- alluvial mining, dredging, and support networks such as stores, market gardens, Chinese settlements 
and memorials to the dead.

Tire registered office of Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Ltd is:

Bendall and Cant Ltd.
61 High Street 
AUCKLAND

NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS 
For Viewing By NZHPT Only i

Your Name and 
contact details

l leather Bauchop : Heritage Researcher, Otago Southland Area Office,Dunedin 
NZHPT

Archaeological assessment, maps and photographs provided by Peter Petchey, 36 
I )ish iel Road, Roseneath, Dunedin

Staff recommendation: Office use only

That the area should be registered under the following criteria:
Section 23 (1): archaeological, cultural and historical

9



Appendices
Historic Images

1. Skippers Road (no date) Wong Gong's store is in the middle view on the far right of the picture 
below the road: (Hocken Library, University of Otago, 694-01876, Photograph Collection)

2. Skippers Road (no date) Wong Gong's store is in the middle view on the far left of the picture 
below the road. (Hocken Library, University of Otago, 694-01881, Photograph Collection)

3. Skippers Road (no date) Wong Gong's store is toward the mid-right of the picture below the road. 
(Hocken Library, University of Otago, Lily Collection 694-02375)

4. Top: View across Wong Gong's Terrace in 1975 (Eva Ng, in Windows on a Chinese Past, vl, 
Otago Heritage Books, Dunedin, p.199.)
Bottom: Wong Gong and friends outside his store m 1901 (Kirkland Collection, in Windows on a 
Chinese Past, vl, Otago Heritage Books, Dunedin, p.199.)

5. Wong Gong's Terrace looking south (Peter Petchey, 2002)

Maps and Plans
6. Cadastral Map showing location of Wong Gong's Terrace
7. Map showing features on Skippers Road: Skippers Saddle to Skippers Point (derived from Peter 

Petchey, Map 1A in "The Skippers Road" March 2001, Report for the New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust

8. Plan of Wong Gong's Terrace and boundaries of proposed Historic Area, Sldpper's Road, 
Shotover Valley Otago (Peter Petchey, 2002)

9. Plan of Site Features: Wong Gong's Terrace, Shotover Valley (Peter Petchey, 2002)

10. Archaeological Report with Photographs
Peter Petchey "Wong Gong's Store & Garden Site, Shotover Valley: Description of Site, June 2003"
I Looking across the Shotover River from Wong Gong Terrace to gold sluicings at Pleasant Creek 
Terrace (Peter Petchey, 2002)
II The reservoir wall at the back of Wong Gong's Terrace (Peter Petchey, 2002)
III The remains of a collapsed hut on the site of Wong Gong's store (Peter Petchey, 2002)
IV Wong Gong Terrace interpretive sign erected by a local community member (Peter Petchey, "Tire 
Skippers Road, March 2001: Report for the New Zealand Historic Places Trust)

11. Certificate of Title
Certificate of Title OTA2/1228
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Chapter 2C Life on the Diggings

ABOVE: The view across Wong Gong’s Terrace towards Blue Slip in 1975, when the remains 
of his store were still to be seen among the trees in the centre of the picture. The road to Skippers 
is on the right, and old gold workings are readily visible across the gorge of the Shotover River,

on the left. [Eva Ng]

BELOW: Wong Gong (Wong fay Noong) and friends outside his store in 1901. Wong Gong, 
nearest the camera, with Wong Earn sitting beside him, were both of Taishan origin. Though 
fruit-tree branches frame the photograph, the landscape itself was treeless, and all the weather
boarding must have been hauled in from a considerable distance. Wong Gong previously kept 
a store at Butcher’s Gully, then invested in Bullendale, but lost heavily. He was aged about 
54 when this photograph was taken. Soon after, as the numbers of Chinese in the area sharply 
declined, he left his store, went mining in the Shotover, and was found dead in his hut in 1909.

[A. Don, Kirkland Collection]
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Wong Gong's Store & Garden Site j
Shotover Valley i

Description of site 
Tune 2003 

F.G. Petchey

Introduction |

Wong Gong's terrace is located in the Shotover Valley, immediately below the 
Skippers Road about 1.5 kilometres south of the Skippers Bridge. The only 
road access is along the Skippers Road, which turns off the Coronet Peak 
Road at the Skippers Saddle. j

The overall site consists of the terrace on which Wong Gong's gardens were j
situated, the site of his store, and the evidence of his irrigation system. This I
consists of two dams and several water races. |

The site was surveyed in April 2003 by P.G. Petchey and C. Jacomb (N.Z. |
Historic Places Trust), using a combination of tape and compass and GPS j
surveying. The GPS unit used was a Garmin 12XL hand-held receiver, and |
both tracks and waypoints were recorded. The main tracks were walked
twice, in an attempt to reduce the error. The tape and compass survey was
carried out on the area of the main archaeological features, which included
Wong Gong's store site, his irrigation reservoir, and several building terraces.
An aerial photograph (Air Logistics, Ref. No. 610955, flown Nov. 1998) was 
used for the preparation of the final plans, but this was flown at too high an 
altitude to provide any site detail.

A modem crib is situated on the flat, together with a small long-drop toilet.

The site is located on NZMS 260 E41 Queenstown, GR 2168939/5585621 (GPS
location, taken at modem crib on main terrace).

The site of the store, the later miners' camp and an adjacent area of gold 
workings are recorded as site E41 /31 (originally S123/81). The main storage 
reservoir on the terrace is recorded as archaeological site E41 / 32 (originally
S123/82).

Site Description

The site of Wong Gong's store and garden is situated on Wong Gong's 
Terrace, which is a small flat terrace below the Skippers Road on the true left 
of the Shotover Valley. The terrace measures approximately 250 metres by 70 
metres at its maximum extent. A modem crib has been built near the site of 
the store. A vehicle track leads down to the terrace from the road, and drops 
off the edge to zig-zag down to the edge of the river, where there is a derelict 
crib. This vehicle track is in good condition onto Wong Gong's terrace, but is 
no longer usable down to the river.
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The archaeological evidence of Wong Gong's store and garden consists of a 
number of elements that are all part of one overall system, but can be 
described individually. These elements are: the store/built structures; the 
water supply and storage system; the gardens; and miscellaneous features.

The store & built structures

The main building site on the terrace is located underneath the young
sycamores behind the modem crib. It consists of a flat area measuring 10
metres by 20 metres, with a 4 metre extension at the southern end cut into the ?
bank. The rear of the site is revetted. A pile of stones at the northern end may ?
be the remains of a collapsed chimney. t

On the western side of the store site there is a small collapsed corrugated iron ^
hut with a small Orion cast-iron coal range. This hut originally measured f
approximately 1.4 metres by 6.2 metres. According to the site record form 
(SI23/ 82) this hut was part of Lorden & Fletcher's mining camp in the 1930s. I:

Several other possible building sites were also recorded during the survey. On '
the south side of the vehicle track leading off the Skippers road are two
terraces cut into the gentle slope. One is situated right beside the track, and
measures 3 metres by 2 metres. The second is situated 5 metres further south,
and measures 9 metres by 6 metres. There is a slight mound in its centre.

The water supply & storage system

Operating a market garden in such an arid area as the Shotover Valley, Wong 
Gong would have required an efficient irrigation system. Some elements of 
this system can still be identified. Water was collected from creeks running 
down the flank of the valley to the south of the garden terrace, and fed by 
water race into a dam built in Wong Gong Creek. This dam has now 
completely silted up to the top of the dam wall. From this dam, another water 
race led around to the north, where it branched. One branch fed a reservoir 
situated beside the store site, which was contained by a 40 metre long earth 
embankment. This has been breached in two places. An iron pipe runs 
through the base of the reservoir wall, from where water was presumably led 
to the gadens. The reservoir is slowly filling with talus washed down from the 
Skippers road above.

The other branch of the water race led to the north, again presumably to feed 
the gardens at the far end of the terrace. A portion of the race has been 
covered by the talus which is also filling the reservoir. At the northern end of 
the terrace there is a possible shallow reservoir.

The site record form for the main reservoir on the terrace (SI23/82) states that 
it could have been built in the 1870s, was used between 1890-1900 by Wong 
Gong, and was last used in the 1930s by Lorden and Fletcher.

The gardens

Wong Gong's gardens would have been situated on the grassy flats of the 
main terrace. At the time of the survey, this area was covered with medium
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length grass, which obscured any fine ground detail which may still be 
present. At the northern end of the terrace there is a cut bank, which may 
mark a levelled garden area.

While the vegetable garden areas lack any immediately visible features 
(although inspection with very low grass in the right light might yield 
results), there are a number of trees in the area which were certainly 
deliberately planted. The bank at the rear of the main terrace is covered with 
sycamores, many of which are wilding. The original trees that provided the 
seed source are in many cases still identifiable, even if they are now only a 
dead stump. An old fenceline leading from the reservoir by the store site to 
the north follows such a line of old trees. A single large old sycamore is 
situated beside the two small terraces on the south side of the vehicle track, 
while two large silver birches are situated to the east of these terraces.

Miscellaneous features

A number of track features were also recorded on Wong Gong's terrace. On 
the south end of the terrace a narrow but clearly defined benched path leads 
down to Wong Gong Creek. This presently provides access to the water in the 
creek for visitors to the site.

Running below the present Skippers Road is the formation of an old pack 
track. It was followed from the silted-up main dam to the north for 80 metres 
until it was lost, covered either by the talus washed down from the present 
road, or by the construction of the present road.

From the site of the old store, running south to meet the present vehicle track, 
there appears to be an old path or track. This is defined only as a clear line 
through the sycamores.

Significance

The archaeological remains of Wong Gong's gardens and store are significant 
for a number of reasons. As a representative example of a Chinese market 
garden in the Otago goldfields it is valuable, as it has undergone very little 
modification since abandonment. The modem crib has caused very little site 
disturbance. The water reticulation system is largely intact, and easily 
studied. Its complexity, with several interlinked storage dams, lends it 
interest.

The setting of the site is also spectacular, with views of the extensive sluicings 
on Pleasant Creek Terrace, and a view looking straight up Stony Creek. This 
places the site in a landscape context emphasising both the steep, spectacular 
and inaccessible nature of the Shotover Valley, as well as the goldmining that 
brought people into this place and was the reason for Wong Gong to operate 
his store and garden.

The remains of the 1930s hut built within the older site is a reminder of the 
1930s revival of small-scale gold mining during the Depression. Many old 
mining areas were re-opened, with the miners often living in old huts that



were hastily rebuilt, or as in this case new huts built on the site of earlier
occupation.

Proposed Registered Area Boundary

The proposed registered area boundary is in the main part simply defined. 
The western and northern boundaries are the edge of the terrace, while the 
eastern boundary is the present Skippers Road. The southern boundary is 
extended beyond the edge of the terrace in order to incorporate the main 
storage dam in Wong Gong Creek and part (but not all) of the supply race. 
This boundary encloses a compact and easily defined area, which includes the 
man archaeological features of Wong Gong's operation.



x Wong Gong's Terrace, looking south. The modem crib can be seen beside the 
vehicle track. The reservoir and store site are in the sycamore to the left of and

behind the crib.

IL Looking across the Shotover from Wong Gong Terrace to the gold sluicings
on Pleasant Creek Terrace.
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The remains of a collapsed hut on the site of Wong Gong's store
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OT337/51

Type Lease under s83 Land Act 1948
Area 22344.7329 hectares more or less Term Thirty-three years commencing on the fn._

day of January 1958 and renewed for 33 
years commencing on 1.1.1991

Legal Description Run 26, Part Run 27, Part Run 34, Block I 
Town of Macetown, Section 1, Section 2 
and Section 3 Block II Town of Macetown,
Section 1, Section 6, Section 7, Section 9 
and Section 10 Block III Town of 
Macetown, Block IV Town of Macetown,
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Section 10, Section 13 and Section 14 
Block V Town of Macetown, Block VI,
Block VIII, Block IX, Block X, Block XI,
Block XII and Block XIII Town of 
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Original Proprietors
Brian Ronald Dagg
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489403 Surrender of the within lease as to the land hatched black on the diagram hereon (133.5489ha) - 13.12.1977 at 1.38 
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763313 Memorandum renewing the term of the within lease for a further period of 33 years commencing on 1.7.1991 and 
fixing (for the first 11 years) the annual rent at $5,100.00 calculated on a rental value of $340,000.00 - 14.9.1990 at 9.13 am
786312 Certificate of Alteration amending the effective date of the within lease to 1.1.1991 - 22.8.1991 at 9.32 am 
811339.6 Mortgage to Wrightson Farmers Finance Limited - 5.8.1992 at 9.39 am 
833519 Transfer creating the following easements in gross - 8.7.1993 at 9.49 am

Grantee Statutory Restriction
Arrow Irrigation 
Company Limited
Arrow Irrigation 
Company Limited
Arrow Irrigation 
Company Limited
Arrow Irrigation 
Company Limited

Dominant Tenement

Transaction Id 6095213 Historical Search Copy Dated 6/01/04 1:44 pm, Page 1 of 8
Client Reference dnpublicl

Type
Convey water 

Convey water 

Convey water 

Convey water

Servient Tenement 
Run 26 - herein

Run 26 - herein

Run 26 - herein

Run 26 - herein

Easement Area 
F Transfer 833519

G Transfer 833519

H Transfer 833519

I Transfer 833519

15C/615 Deed of Easement - 19.10.1994 at 9.22 am
Type Servient Tenement Easement Area



Right of way Part Run 27 - herein A Deed 15C/615 Section 25 Block XVII
Shotover Survey 
District - CT 
OT13C/641

5006167.1 Discharge of Mortgage 811339.6 - 26.7.2000 at 10:39 am
5010518.1 Variation of Lease - 13.10.2000 at 11:01 am
5010518.2 Transfer to Coronet Peak Station Limited - 13.10.2000 at 11:01 am
5010518.3 Mortgage to Rabobank New Zealand Limited - 13.10.2000 at 11:01 am
5010314.2 Deed of Easement affecting fee simple estate of Her Majesty the Queen under Section 60 Land Act 1948 
embodied in Register 5677 creating the following easements - Produced 10.10.2000 at 15.06 am and Entered 13.10.2000 at 
11:02 am
Type Servient Tenement Easement Area Dominant Tenement Statutory Restriction
Convey water Part Run 27 - herein Marked A DP 27636 Part Section 3-4 Block N/A

XI Shotover Survey 
District - CT 
OT19C/188

5029595.1 Departmental Dealing to correct duplicate status to register only - 15.3.2001 at 3:30 pm
Subject to a right to drain sewage in gross over part marked E on DP 302821 in favour of Queenstown Lakes District 
Council created by Transfer 5113554.1 - 23.11.2001 at 9:17 am
5475367.1 Exploration Permit to HPD New Zealand Limited for a term of 5 years commencing on 22 January 2003 - 
3.2.2003 at 9:00 am
5686268.1 Discharge of Mortgage 5010518.3 - 8.8.2003 at 9:00 am
5686268.2 Transfer to Coronet Peak Station Queenstown Limited - 8.8.2003 at 9:00 am
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“f"- yriCT-th-«r.HBtA-c^^lier*OcNaa^gBWim;-vjx’esga‘

y> rofuplp ^ith the rorenanh End eenditjof& Wr^la 
•.* nfH, has cb£& mosr^ in tb« payiaeat of rerrt, ^sfet 
I And Act, JJM&. thk Wea to ba foifdt, eml that
e emditiwa of th# keaei

'>l\d M 'he ttiulotioo® i£3*W tbrmui4^f appVicahW ^

J.'frRtiVAilCKTE BE/AJSfGLS'd TO THE CitOtvy ASD H- 1‘TV'juf.SAhM»*5»V Tiff. fiKeSEB

3n tooitneM vrheet-vF tho Crtmmispiotiftr of Ctouti rjimls for tits Land District’ftf 
loinxl, and them prcaeutK have qIeO beam c.vct-'nt-ed by the e*M L^a^te.

Signetl by the ssh) Cojiimiseioner, dji behalf r>? rbe Lfisa^, m*' 
the presence of— {

WUncss r-—•• r ---------- -------‘ r
()rcupatioh -'.-_ •;............... ...................... ....... ............

Adtiresa ;_____________________:________:_____S______ I

bereanto eet Id®

■<-53^
i’Ccuamii^ioue? of Cfo^a

Signed by (i>c iiIjovc h.nnetl as tj 

lYthuxs : -i.-

iJ»e prescrart: of—

Sy A&
Ocr*petiiw

Ad‘lrt*4

’z.if;rod by the ^novc n.~n\ed r~ 2een*i^. fr 
proaor.ee or -

//

___^___ _ revocation or r.-cenclttcnf by the Cermlarloncr nt »ny time end
.Any vorieticn consented to by the Ccumi as Inner sh.r.ll not orreet the rent

(£.\ Ti.^x the r.eased in; u-tTri net to mve roiled to Uae due core ir. ctooKins. or to hove overotoeXad no Iona ha the
minbe" of .ohc.-o .-d;:-: t-.iroti or. the s-'-id l.-nd dose not eyeeod 7f3p incV.'slve of ?970 creedins e-cec (bsin£ an incresse 

■ of toil n=v r -r.t cr :'-e c:----.-jiis cspnclty on rhlch is brsed. the rent he.-eirl>efore reserved) bm she uoralaeioner may by 
notice, in witini' ; or.tilt the leasee to depr.eturo th.oreoh ony [-roster nanber s'r.c'Jld he deem ^t r.dviE- ble or expedient 
bo to do. 'ny rerrelosicn eo sranted shall be subject tc 
pnrticul->rly ir." the event of s tranofer. 
payable hereunder.

(i) THAT the renlaents of tisoetomn ehrll be rllonod to erase two hand of cuttle or two horees free of chorea on thnt part 
of Ron S7, hnoyr. os the Cctnnranesa ares.

V.- -</- ■
Tco

- l&i-„ ;^^Z3. re -j.e^&

11^-

I CERTIFIED a true oopy of C.T. 
except as to colovu* and aoale
/ e>"jr "fttj&. g

Mt.y
307703 .Transmission of Mortgage 232956 
to Leslie.Gordon Wright and Clarence 
Henry Somerviil^—as Executors 
entered '■ippm
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Identifier OTA2/1228

C7TTH£2/.T228-

'■470'i-SO Gkzette-Notice-.declaring••■chat a’ 
portion of road adjoining the within •• 
1'and to' b,e under the control- and ' '■ 
management of the take Comfby Council 
from and after the 4th Kqyee^e-r 1976 
7.12.1976 at 11.45 am

e Mining'."
the within -- 
rals -Limited 

from .27.3^1979

489405 Surrender of the within Lease 
as to the land hatched black on the 
diagram hereon (153-5il86ha) (with the 
consent of the agreement holders in 
Soil Conservation Agreement 594118 and 
the mortgagee in Mortgage 456530/2) 
entered d3712.1977 et 1.58 jpm

497988 Mining x,lpe»C% x 
Act 1971 
the She

501428/2 Transfer of 1/2 of his 1/2 
share William KsrtxJDagg to The 
Trustees Executo^i^ana^tgency C bmpany 
of New aealandj said.
William Harry TJa-gg—ahgv*eifaised and 
Ian Davis Scott of AlexaSsta Company 
Manager - 11.8.1978 at 1.55 pm

avdur'ol By an d*fgju-Sfc'lenii of
21 years commencing on l4-&pt)eio'b|Np 1980 

16.10.1980 at 10.35 am l\A~n‘

A.L.R.
548107/^1 Transfer of balance to John William 
Dagg and Brian Ronald Dagg both of Queenstown. 
Farmers as tenants■ in common .in eqhal shares
- 23.1.1981 at 1.4'7 pm ” ^

548107/fe Mortgag^^t" 

and Age ncy! Companyl 
23.1.1981 at^L. ‘

TruJstees Executors 
’• 'Zealand Limited-"

501426/3 
The True
Company 
Harry Da
William

A.L.R.

eir 1/4 share 
ency
d, William

tt to
.1976 at 1-55

A. L.R.

553i4h6 Prospecting Licence mydgE/. jjyj Mtpj-ng ^ 
Act 1971 affecting-part of.thhj adjoining■ '
river bBainlavour-^f Aotea Minerals Limited 
for a on 30
April 19&1—h. 2.U6
See Volume SB

A.L.R.
562777 Mining Licence under tig Mining Act 
1971 affecting paHaeSfL.°f tb 
Shotover River anan?^o^h 
part Run 27 in fawhr of 
for a ternnof 21 years co 
September 1981 - 1.10.1981 at 10.40 am 
See Volume 5D Folio 195

[^ManSjjtg Limited 
bncing on 28th

501428/4 Transfer of 1/2 of his 1/2 
share Ronald da^j^T^o yh£~Tjrustees 
Executors and of New
Zealand Limitedr-the oaicl-Sbhald Dagg 
abov.&named and Jan David Scott 
a.bovenamed - 11.6.1978 at 1.55 pi&

501428/5 W. 
The Trus 
Company
Bags and 
Dagg - 11.

A.L.R. 
1/4 share 
Agency
ted, Ronald

"to Ronald

A.L.R.
565767 Prospecting Licence -under' the Mining 
Act 1971 affecting part of the within land 
in favour ot Gift FixplUTa krpn Pty Limited
for a term p:OGSC^£?iE?nFnciIlg on
12.11.1981 batejed IhTll.ipSl at 2.4 pm
See Volume 5^’ Folio 204

1.55 pm
A.L.R.

OVER.
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Identifier OTA2/1228

C »T . A2/S.Z8

578019 Mininj 
Act 1971
tlie <Sho

icence umdei* the Mining
Ingf part of hed of

rvfrfci-pr- Hiryrfgt and Land
ad j oiniS^^h^a^bhin. in favour of
Laux^c^p ^'ox' a

yearsCLaonune^hidLng on 21st
June 19»2 - 23.6C1L982 at 11.24 am
See Volume 5.P Folio_g3J^

REGISTER
621386 ' KflRB.nc,”'L'ic:e'iic;e. under.-the- 
Minafft&CeKhvt971 affecting part Hun 26 

h^pSfrfVn- favou^0^V»otea Lv.i
for a term 7 years 
5.9.1984 4*7.9.1984 
See Volume 9D

579483 Prospecting 
Act 1971 affiant.

under the Mining 
lOlha^f the

622508 Mining Licence
Act 1971 aff 
land in fenr^ 

r a ternfl^’^
'984 - 27.9.198

See Volume 9P/l

586705 Mining Licence
affecting port
Shot over Suxvesb^ 
Donglaa S^gO^and 
-taria-.of 10* yarn's c 
26^-1.1^1982'at 2.11
See Voltuae 9D1 Folio

,nlng Act 1971
Mid ni

ict in A^o-oxLo.E-'.acneB t
rdon-ltofineck' for av
on 24.11.1902 -

A.L.R.
the

in
Limited 

5 September

631104 Renewal of Prospecting 
Licence 5D/20A held by CRA 
Exploration Pty Limited for a 
further period of 3 years to 
11.11.1987 entered 6.3.1985 at 
10.17 am. ' ' '

■wider Href Mining Act 1971 
®jSad ro. favour of 
for a term of 3 years 
10.24 am

594394 Prospect^
acting pa:

• ' CRA Explorat: 
from 5.5.198]
See Volume 9P Felio

A.L.R.
Regained roads adjoining part 1^6. 27 are now
known as?
Section 2 Block XIV Shotover S.D. (5941 m2) 
Section 10 Block XIII Town of Macetown (7396m^) 
Section 11 Block XI Town of Macetown (7850 m2) 
- 21.5.1984 at 10.46 am 
See Be-ap'pellation 615OO5/I /'

A.L.R.

Part of the Crown tand adjoining 
the within land is now known as 
Section 19 B2_ocj'~YX9 

‘Section 26 Block. XVI (65ha) ancj
SectiorT •Tr^iociriwiTTi?oHF)

’Shot over" S ■ d I..~.-_~~~g^*^*^Yg'g5u~""^g'^ 1.
See Re Appellation 64J

5 6 pm

A.L.R.
Resumed roads adjoining part ram 27 are now 
known, as? _
Section 16 Block VIII Town of Macetown (9076 
Section 7 Block VI^ ” (983I m81
Section 18 Block V " (9387 m2]
Section 7 Block I ” (2493 m2]
- 21.5.1984 at 10.46 am 
See Re-appellation 615005/2

A.L.R.

709738 ProspectlnJ’Licence
Mining Act 1971J^ffect 
within Ipmd favour 
Limited tfos the 
conmenciug on 
- 19.8.19 88 at^f. 18 an;
See Volume 9D Folio 25

A.L.R.

der the 
t of the 
e-West Carporaticn
years 

August 1988

RpeHatsf copy for L. & D, 69, 71. 72.
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c^ooy jc,f(0 i

Name of Area

Other or former 
name(s)

Area Description

Address 1
Suburb 
Address 2 
Town/ Locality 
Address 3 
Region---------------------- —
Address 4 
Description of 
location

Territorial
Authorities

Local authority
listmg(s) 
Summary of
Significance

Registration- proposal - Historic Area 

SUMMARY

Sow Hoy’s Big Beach Claim Historic Area

N/A

The proposed Historic Area is within a parcel described as legal river and 
appears to be Crown Land with no certificate of title. It is an area of shingle 
river beach that was extensively worked and dredged during the goldmining 
era in Otago.

The boundary of the proposed Historic Area follows the edge of Shotover 
River on the northern boundary (as shown on the attached map) and the 
cadastral boundary of part section 63 Blk XIX Shotover Survey District, and Pt 
section 122 Blk XIX Shotover Survey District on the south.

Have you attached a map outlining the boundaries of the proposed area? 
Yes.

Big Beach (near Arthurs Point on the Shotover River)

Otago

The proposed Historic Area is off Arthurs Point Road about four kilometres 
from Queenstown, below Watties Track (also known as Sngarloaf Road), a 
partially formed road.

Queenstown Lakes District Council 
Otago Regional Council

None

Sew Hoy's dredging operation at Big Beach provided the impetus for the gold 
dredging boom of the late 1880s and confirmed Sew Hoy's status as a leading 
player in the goldmining industry in Otago. The success of his mining 
companies, and the development of a new type of dredge used first at Big 
Beach, provided the foundation for Sew Hoy's later notable operation at 

i Nokomai. Sew Hoy's Big Beach operation proved that early New Zealand 
Chinese businessmen had the capacity for managing large-scale mining 
operations, and could successfully enter the European commercial world. The 
site provides recognition of the pioneer role that Sew Hoy played in the 

j development of gold-dredging in nineteenth century New Zealand, and his 
j status as an early New Zealand Chinese pioneer of high standing in the New 
j Zealand Chinese and European communities.

Last printed 26/05/2004 12:52 PM H:\Nic\New ProposalsVRSCB June\Finals\Sew Hoy BigBeachfmal04.doc 1



COMPONENTS OF THE AREA
1 Name: Shingle Beach

Address: Big Beach

Legal Description: Legal River

Owner(s): Crown Land Address of Owner(s):

NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable): N/A

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable): None

NZMS 260 grid references. Easting: Northing:

GPS Co-ordinate Taken From:

GPS Co-ordinates. Easting: Northing:

Brief History:
On the shingle beach is the evidence of past dredging, although this is probably not associated with 
Choie Sew Hoy's workings in the area, as the river bed was extensively re-worked in the years 
following his initial efforts. There are the remains of a dredge associated with one of the later 
mining companies standing in the middle of the beach. While not associated with Sew Hoy the 
large structure gives an indication of the scale of operations on the Shotover River.

The area was extensively mined in the 1860s and 1870s. In the 1880s it was re-worked again using 
dredges which would have largely obliterated the evidence of the earlier workings. Dredging again 
into the twentieth century also re-worked the evidence of earlier dredging.

Further archaeological work may clarify the physical traces of the dredging in the area and 
associated features.
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2 Name: Dredge Remains

Address: Big Beach

Legal Description: Legal River

Owner(s): Crown Land Address of Owner(s):

NZHPT Registration No. (if applicable):

New Zealand Archaeological Association No. (if applicable):

NZMS 260 Grid references. Easting: Northing:

GPS Coordinate Taken From:

GPS Coordinates. Easting: Northing:

Brief Description:
There are the remains of a dredge associated with one of the later mining companies standing in 
the middle of the beach. While not associated with Sew Hoy the large structure gives an indication 
of the scale of operations on the Shotover River.

HISTORY OF THE AREA
Choie Sew Hoy (1836-18387-1901)1

Sew Hoy was a Dunedin merchant and importer, Otago gold dredger, gold sluicer and public 
benefactor, largely ignored in European histories. He was bom in Sha Kong, 20km north of 
Guangzhou in the Upper Panyu District. His father Choie Bing Some was a fanner. He married 
Young Soy May and they had a daughter and two sons. As a young man Sew Hoy joined other 
Cantonese gold seekers, going first to California, and then to Victoria, where he started a business. Ng 
suggests that he came to New Zealand in 1868, and set himself up as a merchant in Dunedin. He had 
become prominent by 1871, and encouraged Panyu Cantonese migration to Otago in the early 1870s.2 
Sew Hoy was naturalised in 1873. When he was about 50 he formed a defacto relationship with Eliza 
Prescott and lived with her. They had two children.3

Sew Hoy advised, outfitted, provisioned and otherwise helped Chinese gold seekers. He also supplied 
Chinese stores in the goldfields, although he did not open branches of his own store inland. He was 
one of several Chinese merchants who had stores around the Stafford Street area in Dunedin.4 Sew 
Hoy held a high position in the Cheong Shing Tong, the society which organised the mass exhumation 
of Chinese remains to return them to China. The society’s funds were held at his shop.5

1 See appended biography, James Ng 'Sew Hoy, Charles 1836-1838? — 1901.' Dictionaiy of New Zealand 
Biography' updated 16 December 2003 URL: http://www.dnzb.govt.nz.
2 Ng, v3, p.269.
3 Ng, v3,p.271.
4 One of Sew Hoy’s Stafford Street buildings (built around 1901) in Dunedin is registered with the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust. It received a Category B rating in 1988 (reclassified to Category I - Registration Number 
4729).
5 Ng, v3, p.270.

H:iNic\New Proposals\RSC3 June\Finals\Sew Hoy BigBeachfinal04.doc 3



”

Sew Hoy and his son Choie Kum Poy (1867-d.l942) used the credit ticket system to bring out 
kinsfolk and friends of the family to work their gold-dredges and gold-sluicing claims. In exchange 
for the fare the emigrant agreed to work out the debt on arrival. Choie Kum Poy brought out his last 
six workers in 1923.6

Sew Hoy was responsible for two major mining revivals, one in Otago and the other at Nokomai in 
northern Southland. He was involved in a wide range of goldmining projects. With Kum Yoke and 
Sew Kee he had a mining interest at Main Gully Mt Ida in 1877. He had a major water race from 
Lauder Creek to Blacks township in 1879. He had a four acre Quartz claim at Macetown in 1883. He 
had 175 hectares of river claims at Maori Point in 1887. He had the Skippers quartz mine with Begbie 
in 1889-91. In partnership with R. Glenn and P. Beer he was involved in the Golden Stream Water 
Race Company which supplied part of the Kyebum Diggings in 1890. He initiated the Big Beach 
dredging operation with a new type of gold dredge at Arthurs Point (1889-97) which set off the first 
Otago gold dredging boom. His claims and explorations at Cardrona sparked off dredging claims 
there in 1890. Rumours of his potential involvement in dredging the Clutha below Cromwell were 
enough to fuel a second gold dredging boom. Many of the dredges were modelled on the Sew Hoy 
dredge.7

According to James Ng, Sew Hoy was the principal person involved in introducing a “new type of 
steam dredge which had a single central bucket chain extending to the bow, thereby enabling the 
dredge to create a basin in which it floated. This made possible the working of river flats, and the 
bucket chain could be lowered or raised to dredge river beds and banks as well.” The dredge opened 
up ground for a new system of mining, prompting the creation of a large dredging fleet, and sparking 
an economic revival in Otago at the turn of the century.8 Sew Hoy was perceived in his time to be the 
chief promoter of the Sew Hoy dredge which was the direct prototype of the versatile New Zealand 
gold dredge. The New Zealand gold dredge was virtually the sole type in the Otago- S outhland fleet 
of 171 gold dredges in 1902, with 92 further dredges on the West Coast. This type of dredge was the 
leading design in the development of gold and tin dredging in other countries.9

On his death in 1901 Sew Hoy was buried in the Anglican sector of the Dunedin Southern Cemetery, 
but was disinterred by the Cheong Shing Tong the following year to be taken back to China as part of 
a mass exhumation.10 Sew Hoy was admired by the Chinese community for his public spirit, and was 
honoured with a special rimu coffm as a mark of this respect. Unfortunately the ship returning the 
remains to China, the Ventnor, struck a rock and sank off Hokianga, and only ten coffins floated 
ashore. No other Chinese remains were found.11 He was, according to James Ng, one of only four 
Otago Chinese who were accorded newspaper obituaries or tributes up to the turn of the century.

Few of the leaders of Chinese goldseekers sought to stay permanently in New Zealand. Sew Hoy and 
his son Choie Kum Poy stayed, and reinvested their money. James Ng could think of no other 
nineteenth century Chinese who gained much wealth from goldmining, and only one other (Chew 
Chong in Taranaki) who gained as much wealth or standing in New Zealand.12

Choie Sew Hoy’s Big Beach Dredging Operation
Big Beach was an extensive river flat of about 100 hectares which by 1871 had been worked by 
around 150 Chinese miners, including the: South Beach Goldmining Company (40 Chinese), Ham Tie 
and party. Sun Sing Tong Company, and Ah Chun and party. The area had already been worked twice

6 Ng, vl, p.97.
7 Ng, vl, pp.315-16.
8 Ng, vl, p.l69n.
9 Ng, vl, pp.335- 36n.
10 Ng, v3,p,271.
11 Ng, vl, p.62n. and p.66. There were 499 bodies aboard the Ventnor. The other Chinese accorded tributes 
were Fung Ming Cho (Lawrence), John Alloo and Sam Chiew Lain (Lawrence) p.197.
12 Ng, vl, p.206.

4



over before the Chinese arrived and the last European claimholders did well from leasing or selling to 
the Chinese. There was some European anti-Chinese feeling about the Chinese miners taking over this 
ground. The large claims were part of the extended claim system, which permitted amalgamation and 
required big parties to work them - up to 40 or 50 men.13

Various types of dredging technology had been used on the goldfields largely unsuccessfully since the 
mid 1860s. Early spoon and pneumatic dredges had proved costly and largely ineffective. By the late 
1880s miners and engineers had “not been convinced of the superiority of any one type of dredge.” 
Many had been tested, some abandoned and others used for varying periods. For the most part there 
was little public interest in investing in the gold dredging industry, and the industry was largely 
considered to be a failure. This was to change in 1889.14

Sew Hoy’s reputation rests primarily on his role in gold-dredging in the 1880s when mining returns 
were falling. In 1887 Sew Hoy applied for claims amounting to 57ha at Big Beach. Sew Hoy decided 
to design his own dredge to work the flat. He ordered a steel steam driven dredge with a single central 
ladder chain of buckets and gold saving apparatus using mercury to be built by Dunedin firm Kincaid 
and McQueen. The dredge could work its way through riverbanks, beach or flat carrying its pond with 
it. It created a new deep mining system for river beaches and flats.15

In 1888 members of the Dunedin business community formed a number of small companies to dredge 
the Clutha and the Shotover. One company made up of Sew Hoy together with well known 
businessmen including Maurice, Edward and A. Joel. They formed the Shotover Big Beach Mining 
Company. In July 1889, after considerable difficulties, the dredge was winning a reasonable return. It 
was one of the most successful goldmining ventures in New Zealand, and stimulated the gold 
dredging boom in Otago.16 The boom, however, did not bring good returns to everybody, with many 
of the hastily formed companies going quickly into liquidation.

Sew Hoy was the main shareholder in the Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining Company. There were 
nineteen other shareholders, including his eldest son. At the time the dredge was launched in 1889 
there were nine dredges of other types working in Otago and Southland, with another six either 
working or under construction on the West Coast.17 The dredge at Big Beach uncovered as much as 
£40 worth of gold for one day’s dredging. Dredging boomed, and dredging claims opened up new 
mining areas. Sew Hoy had sparked off the first gold dredging boom in Otago. According to Ng, Sew 
Hoy’s bucket dredge became the direct prototype for the “New Zealand gold-dredge”, a model at the 
forefront of gold dredge design.18

Sew Hoy restructured his company and formed the public Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining 
Company in late 1889 to take over from the private Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining Company. The 
inflated sale price of £72,000 was based on unrealistic earning projections, a common tactic to 
encourage investment. Sew Hoy was a director in the Company and James Gore, the chairman. The 
175 shareholders included many Dunedin businessmen and society leaders.19 A subsidiary office was 
established at Arthurs Point, near a Chinese garden. The staff included some 10 Chinese workers, 
besides European labourers, supervisors, dredge masters and a chief engineer. The workforce totalled 
38 men in 1891. The Chinese and Europeans were reported to have worked well together.

13 Ng, vl,p.l45.
14 T.J. Hearn and R.P. Hargreaves, The Speculators ’ Dream: Gold Dredging in Southern New Zealand, Allied 
Press, Dunedin 1985, p.l 1.
15 Ng, v3, p.273.
16 Heam and Hargreaves, p.12.
17 Ng, v3, p.274.
18 Ng, v3, p.275.
19 Ng, v3, p.277.
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By 1891 the first dredging boom had ran its course.20 The harsh conditions, the high capital 
requirements, unrealistic expectations and inexperience brought many new companies to their knees. 
Further technical problems needed to be solved before dredging would again boom in the late 1890s.21 
In 1893 the Company installed a hydraulic sluicing and elevating plant to sluice unworked parts of its 
Star claims at the exit of the gorge at Arthurs Point, where the ground was too rocky to dredge.

Meanwhile the Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining Company carried on working. The company added 
three bigger dredges to Big Beach, built by Anderson Brothers in Christchurch. The company lasted 
seven years, a relatively long life in dredging terms. In 1895 the Company suffered its first financial 
deficit as the ground at Big Beach became more and more difficult to work. By 1896 Big Beach was 
almost worked out, and the two remaining dredges were shifted with difficulty through the gorge to 
the next beach, Tucker Beach. There Sew Hoy had acquired 16 hectares of dredging claims, and also 
at Talisman Beach further downstream. The company was finally wound up, proving not to be 
profitable for its shareholders, returning only 7s per share. Those who benefited financially were those 
original shareholders of the Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining Company, who got free shares and 
quickly sold them, especially Sew Hoy.22 The company led gold production in New Zealand until 
1897.23

Various companies attempted to dredge the lower Shotover without much success. The Golden 
Terrace Extended Company shifted a dredge onto Big Beach in the mid 1920s, but the company was 
liquidated in 1939, and the remains of the dredge are apparently those that can be seen on Big 
Beach.24 There was a mining application for 77 hectares of part of the river bed at Big Beach in the 
1980s (Appn 32/1785).25

Sew Hoy's Later Mining Venture: The Nokomai Hydraulic Sluicing Operations

Sew Hoy and his two sons Kum Yok and Kum Poy had been looking for other mining opportunities 
as early as 1893. They chose hydraulic sluicing and elevating. They went to Nokomai. The field had 
been long deserted when they took up claims of 60 acres of high flats situated in Paddys Alley in the 
upper valley of the Nokomai River. They hired up to 40 men and installed a hydraulic sluicing and 
elevator plant. Their mining engineer was L.Beal who had advised the Shotover Big Beach Gold 
Mining Company. They proposed to bring water by first one and then two new long water races, to be 
constructed by Chinese workmen through ragged terrain using inverted siphons instead of flumes.
The workforce included Chinese workers and water race tenders, and Europeans supervisors and 
others.26

By 1897 the Sew Hoy’s Nokomai Hydraulic Gold Mining Company had a claim of 128 acres, and had 
constructed six and a quarter miles of water races to make a total of 20 miles that the company had 
rights to. The whole enterprise cost £15,200 pounds and employed 12 Chinese and 8 Europeans, as 
well as the 40 men employed to cut another water race.27

In 1898 the company completed the installation of two hydraulic sluicing and elevating plants and 
completed the first two water races of 26 and 21 miles (42 and 34 kilometres respectively). They were 
constructing their third and fourth water races and were employing some 20 men on sluicing and

20 Hearn and Hargreaves, pp.14-15.
21 Ng, v3, p.276.
22 Ng, v3, pp.278-79.
23 Ng, v3, p.278.
24 AJ. De La Mare, The Shotover River - ‘the Richest River in the World’ A History of Gold Mining on the 
Shotover River, Lakes District Museum, Arrowtown, 1993, pp.75-76.
25 Noted on SO 21619 (1983). It has not known whether any mining was undertaken at that time.
26 Ng, v3, p.280.
27 Hamel, “Survey of Historic and Archaeological Sites on Nokomai Station and in the upper Nevis 
Valley”, July 1989, p.4.
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another 20 men on races. The Otago Witness commented “It is not saying too much that at the time no 
private individuals other than [Sew Hoy and Kum Poy] could have been found in New Zealand 
adventurous enough to invest a sum of £15,000 in this undertaking....”28

Father and son floated the Nokomai Hydraulic Sluicing Company in 1898, issuing 2,400 shares at £10 
each. Sew Hoy and Kum Poy became the biggest shareholders, each holding 850 shares, and they 
respectively became a director and the secretary of the company. The share list again included well 
known Otago people. Several had been shareholders in both the Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining 
Company and the Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining Company. In 1898 the sluicing returns of the 
Company were lOOoz to 200oz of gold a month.

Choie Kum Poy took over his father’s mantle in Otago. He adopted Sew Hoy as his English surname 
by 1902. Sir James Fletcher (1886-1974), a mining associate in the 1930s, described him as “a 
remarkable man whose word was his bond and even in adversity he never accepted defeat.” Fletcher’s 
association with him began when the Nokomai Sluicing Company changed into the Nokomai Gold
mining Company in 1932, in order to use the new dragline excavator on new claims at Nokomai. The 
older company had not done well, due to poor auferious ground, and it was hoped the new excavator 
would reverse the decline. The excavator failed when it struck a very hard layer, and the company 
closed down in 1943, after a flood and Kum Poy’s death the previous year29 “leaving a record in the 
mining archives of remarkable achievement.”30

According to James Ng, Sew Hoy

decisively proved that the early New Zealand-Chinese had the capacity for large-scale mining 
projects, and that a Chinese could successfully enter the European commercial world. His 
pioneer role in the development of gold-dredging was recognised in his time.

Sew Hoy's venture was recognised as being of regional significance. Ng argues that Sew Hoy was one 
of

Otago - S outhland’s most enterprising, innovative and important goldminers. Because he was 
prominent in both gold-dredging and sluicing, and because he led two mining revivals, I 
consider him to have been the most important figure in the higher technical and capital input 
phase of Otago-Southland goldmining last century.31

The Sew Hoys at Nokomai had an unusual permanency and stability. While other alluvial mining 
companies came and went, the Sew Hoys were either headed or close to the head of the list of 
successful alluvial miners for 50 years. Only major companies at Round Hill (in Southland) and 
Gabriels Gully (in Otago) had anything like a similar record.32

James Ng considers that “despite the prejudice and discrimination, the early New Zealand-Chinese 
produced two pioneers of remarkable standing in their adopted community: Sew Hoy in gold
dredging and Chew Chong in butter manufacture.33

28 Otago Witness cited by Ng, v3, p281.
29 Ng, v3, pp.287-88.
30 Hamel, 1989, p.6.
31 Fletcher cited by Ng, v3, pp.282-283.
32 Hamel, 1989, p.4.
j3 Ng, vl, p.8.
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I PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AR m.
The proposed Historic Area is an extensive river flat, surrounded by cliffs, on the southern side of the 
Shotover River. On the flat are the evidence of past dredging, although this is probably not associated 
with Sew Hoy's workings in the area, as the river bed was extensively re-worked in the years following 
his initial efforts. There are the remains of a dredge associated with one of the later mining companies 
standing in the middle of the beach. While not associated with Sew Hoy the large structure gives an 
indication of the scale of operations on the Shotover River.

The area was extensively mined in the 1860s and 1870s. In the 1880s it was re-worked again using 
dredges which would have largely obliterated the evidence of the earlier workings. Dredging again into 
the twentieth century also re-worked the evidence of earlier dredging.

Current Physical Condition:
Gold dredging finished in the area in the 1930s. Since then the river bed has been largely undisturbed for 
mining purposes.

8



Statement of historical
significance or value

Statement of architectural;
archaeological; scientific;
technological; aesthetic 
significance or value

MENT OF HERITAGE V
Statements of Significance

The historical significance of Big Beach arises from its association with 
Cew Boy's mining operations which kicked off the dredging boom in 
Otago in the 1880s. Sew Hoy was a prominent member of the Chinese 
community in Otago and an important and oft-discussed player in the 
mining industry in Otago and Southland into the twentieth century. He 
was the principle person involved in introducing a new type of steam 
dredge which made possible the working of river flats, opening up a new 
system of mining and prompting the creation of a large dredging fleet. 
The development of dredging sparked an economic revival in Otago at 
the turn of the century. His dredge was, according to historian James Ng, 
a prototype of the New Zealand dredge which was a leading design in 
the development of gold dredges both in New Zealand and overseas.

Big Beach was the site of the first use of the Sew Hoy's newly-developed 
innovative bucket dredge which was a prototype of the New Zealand 
Gold Dredge, an important element in the design history of gold 
dredging in New Zealand. Sew Hoy's new technology opened up new 
mining areas and provided the impetus for the dredging boom in the late 
1880s. Dunedin engineering firms and local coal mines in Central Otago 
which supplied the fuel also boomed as a direct result of the dredging 
developments at Big Beach.

Big Beach has strong aesthetic value. It is a significant landscape feature 
on the Shotover River, and a notable views cape in the Queenstown 
region. For the most part the upper Shotover River is characterised by 
narrow, steep sided gorges. At Big Beach the river valley opens out onto 
this substantial shingle river beach. The beach is visible from a number 
of points on Malaghans and Littles Roads, both busy tourist routes with 
loolsouts overlooking the proposed Area. In addition the Shotover River 
.lei passes the beach on its river tours. The dredge remains emphasise the 
past history of mining on a scale not as evident elsewhere on the 
Shotover. These aesthetic aspects, and the beach's high visibility add to 
the Area's ability to aid in the interpretation of history of dredging, and 
of Sew Hoy's operations.

Statement of social; 
spiritual; traditional; 
cultural
significance or value

The proposed Big Beach Historic Area has cultural significance because 
of ils association with Sew Hoy. Sew Hoy was a leading member of the 
eriily New Zealand Chinese community in Otago, and a prominent 
member of the wider business community. His company's success at Big 
Beach cemented his importance and provided a spring board for later 
successes in his venture at Nokomai. Sew Hoy's Big Beach mining 
operations represent his significant contribution to the economic 
development of goldmining in Otago, and confirmed his status as a 
pioneer both for his fostering of the early New Zealand Chinese 
community, and his success as a businessman in the wider community.

9
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Salmon, John, A Histoiy of Gold-mining in New Zealand, RE Owen, Government Printer, 
toi

SO 6693 C.Sew Hoy Special Claim, Mining, 1888, LINZ (attached)

URGENCY AND OTHER INFORMATION
This nomination is part of a group of registration proposals relating to Chinese sites in Otago. Chinese 
sites and buildings are significantly under-represented on the NZHPT Register, and these proposals aim to 
redress the balance. The nominations represent a range of Chinese experiences - alluvial mining, 
dredging, and support networks such as stores, market gardens, Chinese settlements and memorials to the 
dead.

The Shotover River is noted as having spiritual values and uses for Kai Tahu in the Otago Regional 
Council Proposed Regional Plan: Water (updated August 2003), Schedule ID. The values associated 
include Kaitiakitanga, Mauri, Waahi Taoka. The access/customary uses include Mahika kai, Kohanga, 
trails, and as a source of cultural material. There are no NZAA recorded sites within the boundary of the 
proposed Historic Area.
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Appendices

Historic Images

© Choie Sew Hoy's dredging claim at Big Beach, L.W.Wilson, 1895, Dunedin Public Art 
Gallery (in Windows on a Chinese Past, vl, Otago Heritage Books, Dunedin 1993, p.317.)

© Sew Hoy Dredge of Shotover Big Beach Mining Company, Dominion Museum Collection, 
(in Windows on a Chinese Past, vl, Otago Heritage Books, Dunedin 1993, p.316)

© Shotover River Goldmining Dredges - Sew Hoy's Dredge (undated), Hocken Library 
Photograph Collection, 86.0333

® Shotover River Goldmining Dredges - Sew Hoy's Dredge (undated), Hocken Library 
Photograph Collection, 86.0335

© Arthurs Point, Big Beach, Shotover, Hocken Library, Photographic Collection, 85.1038
® Sew Hoy's Fourth Dredge at Big Beach, Lower Shotover, Hocken Library Photograph 

Collection, 86.0338
® Choie Sew Hoy as a young man (undated), Hocken Library Photograph Collection, 86.0344
• Choie Sew Hoy [Bill] (undated), Hocken Library Photograph Collection, 86.0345
• Kum Poy Sew Hoy, son of Choie Sew Hoy (undated), Hocken Library Photograph 

Collection, 86.0346
• Kum Yok Sew Hoy and son Kum Poy (undated), Hocken Library Photograph Collection, 

81.453
® Sew Hoy's Stafford Street business in Dunedin (undated), Hocken Library Photograph 

Collection (building still stands)
• Biography of Choie Sew Hoy

Photographs (Nigel Chang 2001)

• Figure 1: View East across Big Beach
• Figure 2: View of dredge remains
© Figures 3 and 4: Eastern and Southern elevations of the dredge remains
® Figure 5: Tail race north from the dredge
• Figure 6: Looking south toward eastern edge of the beach

Maps and Plans

® Topographical view of Big Beach and position of dredge remains
® Cadastral Map of Big Beach
® Boundary of proposed Historic Area
© SO 6693 C.Sew Hoy's Special Claim Big Beach, Mining Survey, September 1887. Land 

Information New Zealand
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Chapter 2e Last of the Gold

CHOIE SEW HOY’S dredging claim at Big Beach on the Shotover River, painted by L. W. 
Wilson in 1895. The view is upstream, and beyond the gorge in the middle of the picture are 
Arthurs Point and Morning Star Beach. Downstream, out of the picture to the left, are Tucker 
and Talisman beaches. All these beaches were dredged by the Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining 
Co., but the richest and most extensive deposits were at Big Beach itself. [Dunedin Public Art

Gallery]

enterprise. The first Cromwell Gold Dredging Co., founded in 1884, was one-seventh Chinese- 
owned.113 The company built a state-of-the-art dredge in 1885 which worked the lower 
Kawarau River, but it failed because it was a current-wheeler, bucket-and-ladder type, relying 
on the river current to drive its dredging buckets. The dredge worked well in the middle of 
the river where the swift flow had swept the river-bed nearly clean of gold, but it worked poorly 
at the river sides and beaches where the gold lay.114 The company went into liquidation in 
1887. Ironically, its relinquished river claims gave spectacular gold returns to later steam-driven 
bucket-and-ladder dredges of the Electric and other gold-dredging companies, thereby 
precipitating the second Otago gold-dredging boom from 1896. I am not aware of any other 
direct involvement of Chinese in gold-dredging, although Don’s collection of photographs includes 
one group of Chinese standing by a small unidentified dredge.

Mention has been made of how quickly the Chinese took up sluicing. In addition to Choie 
Sew Hoy and Choie Kum Poy, a small number of other Chinese progressed to using the hydraulic 
elevator, seven known groups in Otago and Southland —- at Waipori, Upper Nevis, Naseby and 
Orepuki. The total might well have been higher as our information was gathered very
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Golden Stream Water Race Company in partnership with R. Glenn and P. Beer, supplying 
part of the Kyeburn Diggings (1890'!.106 He initiated the Big Beach dredging operation with 
a new type of gold-dredge at Arthurs Point (1889-97) which set off the first Otago gold-dredging 
boom (1889-91) and set the seal on the province’s mining and economic revival.107 His claims 
and explorations at Cardrona sparked off a scramble for dredging claims there (1890).10® As 
a measure of his standing, it was rumoured in 1894 that he would dredge the Molyneux River 
below Cromwell, and in 1897 and again in 1899 that he would dredge the Kawarau River at 
his claim near the old Morven Ferry.109 These rumours were enough to add fuel to the second 
gold-dredging boom then gathering force. In 1902, Otago and Southland had a fleet of 171 
dredges with 30 more being built, nearly all patterned on the ‘Sew Hoy dredge’.

Furthermore, Sew Hoy and his second son, Choie Kum Poy—their careers are discussed more 
fully later — were leading exponents of gold-sluicing by hydraulic elevating. Sew Hoy became 
familiar with this method when a hydraulic sluicing and elevating operation was added to 
dredging by the Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining Co. at the periphery of its Big Beach claim.110 
This knowledge father and son then applied to the audacious sluicing venture which became 
known as the (Sew Hoy) Nokomai Hydraulic Sluicing Co. (1894-1926). For many years this 
company was the premier sluicing operation in New Zealand.111 Moreover, this Sew Hoy project 
led to a mining revival at Nokomai and associated goldfields in the Waikaia goldfields district 
of northern Southland.112 From 1926, long after Sew Hoy’s death, restructurings of the 
Nokomai Hydraulic Sluicing Co. kept it alive under different names, with Kum Poy continuing 
to hold a principal interest until his death in 1942. When fhe venture closed in 1943, it had 
lasted an extraordinary length of time at Nokomai, and was, appropriately, the last Chinese 
goldmining venture in New Zealand. Appropriately, too, it was the last significant mine in 
the Waikaia goldfields district.

I was also surprised to read of Chinese involvement in an earlier but ill-fated dredging

BUILT IN 1888, the specially designed ‘Sew Hoy dredge’ of the Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining 
Co. was the first dredge capable of working river beaches and flats as well as the river-bed. 
The amount of new ground thus made available to mining was estimated in 1890 to be about 
13,000 acres (5260ha) in Otago alone. The ‘Sew Hoy dredge ’ was to form the basic design of 

the famous ‘New Zealand gold-dredge. ’ [Dominion Museum]

’ v-r:
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Sew Hoy, Charles 1836-1838? - 1901 
Merchant, Chinese leader, gold-dredger

Charles Sew Hoy was known to Chinese as Choie Sew Hoy, Choie being his clan name. He signed himself 
Sew Hoy in English, and this became his English surname. He was born probably between 1836 and 1838. 
His father, Choie Bing Some, was a farmer of Sha Kong (She Gang) village, north of Canton (Guangzhou) in 
the upper district of Panyu county, Guangdong province, China; his mother's name is not known.

Sew Hoy went with other Cantonese gold-seekers to California, then to Victoria, and on to Otago, New 
Zealand, in about 1868 - two years after the arrival of the first Chinese mining parties. He opened a store in 
Dunedin in 1869 and developed into a successful merchant importing Chinese goods. Like other Chinese 
merchants in the city he became a social focus for the Chinese miners: providing advice, help and credit; 
outfitting and provisioning newcomers; and supplying Chinese stores in the goldfields. Sew Hoy was also 
twice reported to be exporting Jew's ear fungus ( Auricularia polytricha ) to China, despite his distance from 
the North Island forests where it grew.

Unlike most of his fellow Chinese, who saw themselves only as sojourners, Sew Hoy was naturalised in 
1873. He did not, however, bring his wife to New Zealand, although a few Chinese wives began arriving in 
Dunedin from 1873. Virtually nothing is known of her except that her name was Young Soy May, and that her 
two sons, Kum Yok and Kum Roy, came to New Zealand. There was at least one other child, a daughter, 
who remained in China. At some point Sew Hoy and Eliza Ann (sometimes known as Eliza Lilly) Prescott 
began living together in a modest villa in Dunedin and had two children: Violet and Henry. It was presumably 
as a result of Eliza's influence that the children attended Anglican schools, since Sew Hoy probably never 
became a Christian. Eliza died on 15 February 1909, aged 40.

Sew Hoy became a prominent leader of Otago's Chinese miners, most of whom also came from the upper 
Panyu district; as one man put it: 'If Sew Hoy tell you a stone roll uphill, you believe him.' He commanded 
respect from Chinese and European alike, not least because he opposed opium smoking, and because his 
word was his bond. To Europeans he was well known for his 'interest in public affairs.... As everyone knows, 
his name invariably figured on subscription lists'. Being bilingual, he was able to mix in European society, 
and joined St John Kilwinning Lodge of the Freemasons. By the early 1880s he was the best-known Chinese 
in Dunedin.

Sew Hoy's reputation spread, particularly because of his goldmining investments. He had 11 known mining 
interests, most notably in gold dredging. In 1887 he acquired 140 acres at Big Beach, a gold-bearing flat of 
about 250 acres on the Shotover River. Its surface ground had been worked over but Chinese miners had 
told Sew Hoy of the potential of its waterlogged deeper layers. In 1888 he decided to dredge Big Beach, 
although gold dredging was in its infancy and dredge design was still being pioneered. Previous dredging 
attempts had only limited success because the machinery used was faulty in design.

Sew Hoy formed the Shotover Big Beach Gold Mining Company in 1888. He held 146 of the 300 shares;
Kum Yok was another shareholder, and the remainder were Europeans. After watching the Dunedin harbour 
dredge at work Sew Hoy ordered one of a similar type. In 1889 the 'Sew Hoy dredge' was working 
successfully on ground even 'quite away from the river'; it was designed for working the river flat as well as 
the bed. Its remarkable returns - as much as £40 for one day's dredging - created a 'dredging fever' which 
resulted in Otago's first gold-dredging boom from 1889 to 1891. Sew Hoy was regarded as the chief figure of 
the Shotover company, which not only opened up river flats to dredging but also firmly established dredging 
as a commercially feasible and profitable branch of goldmining.

The company was reorganised in 1889 as the Sew Hoy Big Beach Gold Mining Company. It built three more 
dredges and was the principal New Zealand gold-dredging company until 1897. It chose voluntary liquidation 
in 1897 after Big Beach was worked out. By this time, however, numerous companies were following Sew 
Hoy's lead, especially after the Electric Gold Dredging Company struck sensational returns on the Kawarau 
River. Dredging in fact led Otago's mining (and provincial) revival and ultimately won about one-third of its 
total gold production. The Sew Hoy dredge became the direct prototype of the New Zealand gold dredge, 
which itself became the leading gold-dredging design in the world.

From 1894, however, Sew Hoy and Kum Poy were concentrating on extensive hydraulic sluicing and 
elevating at Paddy's Alley, Nokomai, in north-west Southland. Here too they were perceptive and innovative 
and used a workforce of both Chinese and Europeans. Nokomai had been almost deserted when they 
arrived, but by 1895 news of Sew Hoy's initiatives led to a rush of new mining applications, 'dazzling'
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promises and a sustained mining revival in northern Southland. By 1898 Sew Hoy and his son had spent 
£15,000 and needed another £6,000. Consequently, in 1898 they floated the Nokomai Hydraulic Sluicing 
Company with themselves as the major shareholders; for many years the company was the top registered 
sluicing concern in New Zealand.

Sew Hoy proved decisively that nineteenth century New Zealand Chinese had the capacity and ability to 
undertake advanced mining projects, and could successfully enter the European world. Yet he did not 
abandon his Chinese traditions. The Cheong Shing Tong - the benevolent society of Panyu and Hua 
migrants which operated from his store - helped the poor and elderly. In 1883 the society was responsible for 
exhuming 230 Chinese dead and conveying them to Guangdong. Sew Hoy died on 22 July 1901 at Dunedin, 
where he was buried. His body was disinterred in 1902 during another mass exhumation and placed on 
board the Ventnor, bound for China. Unfortunately the ship sank off Hokianga, and his remains, along with 
most of the other 498 bodies, were lost. It is still remembered, however, that he wished to be buried in the 
Cheong Shing Tong's cemetery in upper Panyu, with the bodies of otherwise friendless former associates 
buried around him.

JAMESNG

McLintock, A. H. 'Sew Hoy, Charles'. In An encyclopaedia of New Zealand. Ed. A. H. McLintock. Wellington, 
1966
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\^) Figure 1: Looking east across Big Beach. The dredge remains are the small dot near the 
centre of the picture.

Figure 2: A closer view of the dredge remains with the Shotover river gorge in the 
background.
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%ure 4: The southern elevation of the dredge remains. Note that the impression of the 
dredge pond surrounding the dredge is still evident. The scale is in 50 cm divisions.
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Figure 5: Tail race leading north from the dredge to the river bank. The scale is in 50 cm 
divisions.

Figure 6: Looking south along the eastern eLgc- oi 5hc oc-:.ch.
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