
Council Report 
Te Rīpoata Kaunihera ā-rohe 

Community & Environment Committee 

12 March 2026 

Report for Agenda Item | Rīpoata moto e Rāraki take [3] 

Department:  Community Services 

Title | Taitara: Widgeon Park Development Plan 

Purpose of the Report | Te Take mō te Pūroko 

To consider the Widgeon Park Development Plan for adoption. 

Recommendation | Kā Tūtohuka 

That the Community and Environment Committee: 

1. Note the contents of this report; and

2. Adopt the Widgeon Park Development Plan.

Prepared by: Reviewed and Endorsed by: Reviewed and Authorised by: 

Name:   Dominic Harrison  Name:    Briana Pringle Name:    Ken Bailey 
Title:     Parks and Reserves 
Planner 

Title:    Parks Planning Manager Title:    General Manager 
Community Services 

20 February 2026 20 February 2026 20 February 2026 

61



Council Report 
Te Rīpoata Kaunihera ā-rohe 

Context | Horopaki 

1. The Widgeon Park Development Plan, Attachment A is a high-level landscape concept plan
indicating the spatial layout of the reserve. It will be used to guide future development (including
restricting development in areas) of the reserve. The plan captures the vision of the community
to create a space that is well designed, multi-purpose, accessible, provides for multiple user
groups, and enhances ecological, biodiversity, recreational and cultural values.

2. Widgeon Park is located in Lake Hayes Estate/Shotover Country bordering the Kawarau River.
Widgeon Park is located on the lower river terrace and is prone to flooding. It comprises an area
of approximately 29.4 hectares that includes 9.8 hectares that is currently leased for grazing
purposes.

Figure 1: Aerial image of the land included in the Widgeon Park Development Plan. Twin Rivers Trail 
shown in orange. Source: QLDC GIS.  

3. Widgeon Park is currently largely undeveloped, underutilised and in relatively poor condition i.e
low biodiversity values, poor soil condition, and infrequent maintenance largely due to a high
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number of pest species, both flora (crack willows, conifers and thistles) and fauna (rabbits). It 
accommodates a section of the Twin Rivers Trail that is located along the margins of the Kawarau 
River. Connections and parking for users accessing the trail and the river also currently exist. The 
reserve is currently used for accessing the trail network, dog walking and community planting in 
the reserve adjacent to the Bridesdale allotments.  

4. The Twin Rivers Trail (shown orange in Figure 1) is a part of the NZ Great Ride network and is
highly used by both commuters and recreationists (pedestrians, dog walkers, cyclists and horse
riders).

5. Beca Group Limited were appointed to provide landscape and urban design services and prepare
the Widgeon Park Development Plan on behalf of Queenstown Lakes District Council (QLDC).

6. Aukaha and Te Ao Marama were consulted and provided input on behalf of local Iwi.

7. Stakeholder consultation included meetings with the Lake Hayes Estate & Shotover Country
Community Association (LHESCA) and other key community groups, such as the Bridesdale Bush
Trust, Queenstown Trails Trust (QTT), and the Arrowtown – Kawarau Ward Councillors at the time 
(Cllr White, Cllr Ferg and Cllr Guy) in April and May 2025. This, combined with a site analysis and
opportunities and constraints analysis, informed the draft plan.

8. The draft plan was circulated to the key stakeholders prior to public feedback. The draft plan was
then shared for public feedback for four weeks closing on 14 September 2025. It was shared
through an online survey on QLDC’s Let’s Talk project page, social media posts, a media release,
posters and screens at QLDC venues, a Lakes Weekly Bulletin snippet, direct emails to
stakeholders, radio, and on-site signage. In addition, a drop-in session was held at the Shotover
Primary School as well as attendance with brief presentation at the LHESCA meeting. The public
feedback was analysed and considered in the development of the final plan.

Analysis and Advice | Tatāritaka me kā Tohutohu 

9. The purpose of this development plan is to establish a clear long-term vision (10–15 years) for Widgeon
Park. It aims to ensure that future development is undertaken in a coordinated and strategic manner,
rather than through ad-hoc decisions.

10. The plan identifies the constraints, and opportunities associated with the reserve and outlines
appropriate management responses. By doing so, it seeks to meet growing community demand and
enhance the park’s value as an accessible, high-quality open space for current and future users.

11. The key aspirations of the development plan are to enhance:

• Connections and access: Provide a link from Widgeon Park to the Bridesdale allotments
as well as an off-road trail along Hayes Creek Road, and other shorter trails connecting the
areas of reserve.
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• Pest control: Improve rabbit fencing and control as well as manage crack willows.

• Parking: Provide reserve parking at Widgeon Park.

• Recreation: Improve and provide enhanced recreation activities such as nature play, bike
jump and skills area, and potential dog park.

• Biodiversity: Improve biodiversity and ecological values through implementation of
reserve planting including native riparian planting and a blend of appropriate exotics for
amenity and shade.

• Soil quality: Restore and regenerate soils to enable open grassland and native planting.

• Reserve infrastructure: Provide reserve infrastructure such as toilet facilities, bbq and
picnic areas.

12. A range of public feedback was received including 32 submissions on the Let’s Talk page. 18 in
support, 6 opposed, and 8 neutral. In addition, 10 written submissions were also received as part
of the public feedback period. A summary of the public feedback received for the Widgeon Park
Development Plan is included in Attachment B (Let’s Talk Summary) and Attachment C (Email
submissions).

13. The main themes and ideas that emerged from the public feedback were:

• Improving Recreation: Requests to support a variety of informal recreation activities
including bike jumps/pump track.

• Reserve infrastructure/amenities: Requests for toilets and picnic areas. This included
some concern around the location of infrastructure in a floodplain.

• Loss of natural character: Concerns were raised about over development in this reserve.
A lot of value is given to natural rural character of the site and for this to be retained.

• Dog Park: Support for a fenced dog park.

• Restoration: General support for restoring the site where natural character is retained
(not formal gardens) and managing pest species.

• Leased Area: General support for retention of leased area where the purpose is rural in
nature.

14. The public feedback, including an internal design review from relevant Subject Matter Experts
(SMEs) across the Parks and, Property and Infrastructure (P&I) teams was used to refine the final
plan.
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15. The final plan reflects the public feedback and community sentiment for how they would like to
use the reserve in the future.

16. This included the provision of a possible dog park area, the relocation of the bike jump/skills area
to higher ground, removal of more formal recreation activities such as volleyball and pétanque
courts, retaining the central conifer wind break short-term but  with successional planting of
natives and appropriate exotics, removing the cricket oval and replacing with a community or
informal sporting space, and the identification of the consented jetty location by KJet (which is
located outside of the reserve).

17. This report identifies and assesses the following reasonably practicable options for assessing the
matter as required by section 77 of the Local Government Act 2002.

18. Option 1 Adopt the Widgeon Park Development Plan.

Advantages: 

• The Development Plan will set out an agreed vision for the development, enhancement,
preservation and use of Widgeon Park that reflects the community’s feedback. It will assist
in guiding development, to provide a highly valued recreation space for the community to
enjoy into the future.

• The Development Plan will provide a clear direction for future decisions on development
and upgrades to Widgeon Park. Taking it from its current degraded state to a user-friendly
community recreation asset.

19. The Development Plan will allow for funding to be requested through the LTP process and
by the community.

• The community’s expectation that a finalised Development Plan for Widgeon Park will be
met.

Disadvantages: 

• Some of the proposed changes may not be supported by all members of the community.

• Some of the recreation amenities proposed in the plan may not be able to be funded in
the short or medium term, which may disappoint or frustrate the community.

20. Option 2 Do not adopt the Widgeon Park Development Plan (do nothing).

Advantages: 

• Some future development will be limited which will be supported by some people.

65



Council Report 
Te Rīpoata Kaunihera ā-rohe 

• Funding for implementation of the development plan will not be required.

Disadvantages: 

• The lack of a cohesive plan for the site will mean reserve facilities and amenities, or
community-led recreation initiatives for facilities and services, may progress in an ad hoc
unplanned nature that does not optimise the values and use of the reserve.

• The biodiversity, soil quality and ecological values of the site will continue to decline, by
the increase in pest species (seeding exotics and rabbits).

• The opportunity to improve and increase the useability of Widgeon Park will not be
realised, while demand for quality open space and recreation opportunities will continue
to increase with future growth and development in the district and increasing visitor
numbers.

21. This report recommends Option 1 for addressing the matter because the Widgeon Park
Development Plan provides Council and the community with a clear and cohesive spatial plan
that reflects the community’s vision and values for the reserves. It will provide the best
opportunity to use the recreation space optimally to meet the community’s needs and will
contribute to the overall quality of life and well-being of the reserve users.

Consultation Process | Hātepe Matapaki 

Significance and Engagement | Te Whakamahi I kā Whakaaro Hiraka 

22. This matter is of medium significance, as determined by reference to the Council’s Significance
and Engagement Policy 2024 because it involves a high level of demonstrated community interest
of a public asset and impacts the potential level of service of the public asset.

23. The persons who are affected by or interested in this matter are the residents/ratepayers of the
Queenstown Lakes District community, Iwi, LHESCA members, community and recreation groups,
adjoining property owners, visitors to, and users of the Widgeon Park Reserve.

24. The Council has consulted with the public over a one-month period. 32 responses were received
through the online survey on Let’s Talk, as well as ten written submissions. This feedback assisted
in informing the final Development Plan.

Māori Consultation | Iwi Rūnaka 

25. The Council has undertaken consultation with Kāi Tahu representatives, Aukaha and Te Ao
Marama, prior to drafting the Development Plan and received feedback on the draft plan that fed
into the final plan.
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Risk and Mitigations | Kā Raru Tūpono me kā Whakamaurutaka 

26. This matter relates to the Community & Wellbeing risk category. It is associated with RISK10005
Ineffective planning for community services or facilities  within the QLDC Risk Register. This risk
has been assessed as having a high residual risk rating.

27. The approval of the recommended option will allow Council to avoid the risk. This will be achieved
by adopting the Widgeon Park Development Plan which will allow for quality informed decision
making when upgrading the reserve to better plan for and manage this community asset.

Financial Implications | Kā Riteka ā-Pūtea 

28. There are no financial implications for approving the Widgeon Park Development Plan.

29. There is no funding currently allocated in the Long term or Annual plans. Some elements may be
carried out by community groups such as planting or wilding removal.

30. Elements of the development plan could be funded in the future by community groups,
associations or trusts, or through future QLDC Annual and Long Term Plans.

Council Effects and Views | Kā Whakaaweawe me kā Tirohaka a te Kaunihera 

31. The following Council policies, strategies and bylaws were considered:

• Vision Beyond 2050;
• The Reserves Act 1977;
• Local Government Act 2002;
• Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 2021;
• Arrowtown – Lake Hayes Reserve Management Plan (2013);
• QLDC Future Parks and Reserves Provision Plan;
• The QLDC Disability Policy 2018;
• QLDC Tree Policy 2024;

32. The recommended option is consistent with the principles set out in the named policies.

33. This matter is not included in the Long Term Plan/Annual Plan and will not have any impact on it.

Local Government Act 2002 Purpose Provisions | Te Whakatureture 2002 o te Kāwanataka ā-Kīaka 

34. Section 10 of the Local Government Act 2002 states the purpose of local government is

a. to enable democratic local decision-making and action by, and on behalf of, communities;
and

b. to promote the social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being of communities
in the present and for the future.
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35. The Development Plan will create a long term vision to protect and enhance Widgeon Park to
meet the current and future needs of the community for high quality recreation areas and
amenity. As such, the recommendation in this report is appropriate and within the ambit of
Section 10 of the Act.

36. The recommended option:

• Can be implemented through current funding under the Long Term Plan and Annual Plan;

• Is consistent with the Council's plans and policies; and

• Would not significantly alter the intended level of service provision for any significant
activity undertaken by or on behalf of the Council or transfer the ownership or control of
a strategic asset to or from the Council.

Attachments | Kā Tāpirihaka 

A Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan 2026 
B Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan Community Feedback (Let’s Talk) 
C Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan Community Feedback (Written 

Submissions) 
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WIDGEON PARK
RESERVE 
CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Attachment A: Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan 2026
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4   |   WIDGEON PARK CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PLAN

1.1	    LOCATION 1.2	     PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this development plan is to 
provide Queenstown Lakes District Council 
(QLDC) a spatial layout for the management, 
enhancement, and development of the 
Widgeon Park Reserve. 

The plan outlines the constraints, qualities 
and opportunities for the park. It considers 
community needs, natural habitat 
restoration, wider connections, recreational 
opportunities, and cultural heritage to ensure 
a cohesive experience for users and that the 
character of the area is retained.

The scope of this development plan will 
include both Widgeon Park Reserve and the 
Bridesdale Bush Reserve (formerly referred 
to as the Bridesdale Farm Wetlands in the 
Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and 
Bridesdale (LHESCB) Reserve Management 
Plan 2021). 

Illustration of Whakatipu Basin

Widgeon Park Reserve is located in the heart 
of the Queenstown Lakes District and sits 
on the banks of the Kawarau River, in the 
Whakatipu Basin.  

The Whakatipu Basin is characterised by 
the surrounding peaks and pristine lakes 
which were formed by glacial and tectonic 
activity. Fluvial rivers and streams run 
throughout the basin floor, which historically 
deposited gold from the mountains to the 
lower reaches. More recently schist bedrock 
and engineering grade aggregate has been 
taken from the basin waterways to be used 
in construction. These materials characterise 
building vernacular today. 

The waterways that feed the lake, including 
the Kawarau and Shotover Rivers, provide 
significant ecological habitat for fauna. Exotic 
species such as crack willows, which are 
considered invasive alongside watercourses, 
are common on riparian margins.

The basin has experienced significant land 
cover changes over time with less than 
10% indigenous cover left over much of 
the area (Landcare Research - Threatened 
Environment Classification Map, 2016). 
The original vegetation of the site area 
would have included scrub, shrub land 
and tussock/grassland with native beech 
and broadleaf-podocarp forests. Species 
seen would include Coprosma, Olearia and 
Hebe species, with Kōwhai being dominant. 
Species such as these provide a good 
source of food and habitat for lizards, birds, 
bats and insects.

Lake 
Whakatipu

Crown Range

Coronet Peak

Waiwhakaata 
Lake Hayes

Tāhuna 
Queenstown

Kā Muriwai
Arrowtown

Widgeon
Park

Arthurs Point
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Te Nuku o Hakitekura 
Kelvin Heights
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1.3   SITE CONTEXT

Widgeon Park is located on the lower river 
terrace of the Kawarau River and sits under 
the Remarkables mountain range, it is 
approximately 29.4ha in size, 9.8ha of which 
is currently leased for grazing. 

The Lake Hayes Estate and Shotover 
Country residential developments which 
sit on the escarpment behind the park 
are within walking distance and contain 
community facilities which include parks and 
playgrounds, a primary school, hospitality 
and medical facilities. 

The park is connected at the southern end 
to the popular walking and cycling path, 
the Twin Rivers Trail. The 18.5km trail which 
follows the Kawarau River starts in Frankton 
and finishes at the Arrow Junction.  It 
provides connections to popular swimming 
spots; Colono and Gurnells Beaches, to 
nearby Bridesdale Bush walking trails as well 
as to the wider active travel network. 

Vegetation cover within each of these 
areas varies, but includes mostly open 
grassland and pockets of low value exotic 
woodland. Widgeon Park is in particularly 
poor condition with obvious signs of pest 
infestation damaging the soil and vegetation 
cover. The southern end is flood prone 
and has a natural, riparian character. The 
Bridesdale Bush Reserve area has had 
intensive community restoration plantings 
undertaken in recent years which has added 
value to the space. 

Informal walking and cycling tracks are 
evident but tend to pass through the park, 
rather than provide any internal connectivity 
or recreation use. Vehicle access is provided 
from two key points; Widgeon Place cul de 
sac with on street parking and Hayes Creek 
Road which has unformed open space used 
for parking to the north and a gravel car park 
next to the river. The Twin Rivers Trail, Alpine 
Ave and Mount Rosa Lane provide additional 
pedestrian access to the park. 

1 : 50 000 Context Area Plan

LEGEND

Site Extents
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Main Road

Wider Trail Network

Water Body / River

Kawarau 
Falls

1000m500m 5000m0

73



6   |   WIDGEON PARK CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PLAN

1 : 4000 Site Analysis Plan

1.4   

250m100m 500m0

SITE ANALYSIS
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• Mountain bike jump and skills area
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1.5   SITE PHOTOS

All Photos by Beca
February and May 2025
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1.6   STRATEGY

LHESCB Reserve Management Plan 
Vision: 

"Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country 
and Bridesdale Reserves provide a range 
of reserves that generate community 
connection and enable access to 
open space, recreation, the natural 
environment and provide for wellbeing."

Relevant objectives:

•	 To accommodate appropriate activities 
for all ages and abilities in defined 
areas that enhance the community’s 
access to, use, and enjoyment of the 
reserves.

•	 To provide reserves that positively 
contribute to the open space character 
and support balanced positive social, 
cultural, and environmental outcomes.

•	 To support the natural ecological 
systems within the reserves, including 
native biodiversity habitat and 
sustainable water quality processes.

•	 Develop a plan for improvements.

•	 To recognise the reserve is subject to 
floodwater and a high water table, and 
therefore to develop appropriately.

Policies specific to Widgeon Park Reserve:

•	 Maintain existing mature planting 
where it provides public benefit such 
as wind screening and shade.

•	 Plant and revegetate to provide for 
ecological enhancement and carbon 
sequestration.

•	 Retain the largely passive nature of the 
reserve.

•	 Support the development of parking 
areas that are appropriate for the 
recreation use of the reserve where 
they do not conflict with existing uses.

•	 Allow for small-scale structures 
associated with recreation activities on 
the reserve where they provide public 
benefit.

OVERARCHING STRATEGIES 

Widgeon Park Reserve has two QLDC 
overarching strategies that create a 
foundation for the development of the 
reserve, the ‘Parks and Open Spaces 
Strategy’ (2021) and the 'Lake Hayes 
Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale 
Farm (LHESCB) Reserve Management Plan' 
(2021). Both documents provide a clear 
vision and objectives for the development 
of reserves within QLDC management, as 
well as specific policies for Widgeon park 
and Bridesdale Bush Reserve. 

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy

The relevant objectives from the strategy 
include: 

•	 Parks and reserves are diverse, 
multipurpose and provide for 
communities, mana whenua and visitor

•	 Open spaces are well designed, 
accessible and valued

•	 We are able to plan for and 
accommodate growth

•	 Open spaces are treasured and 
protected

•	 Open spaces contribute to enhanced 
biodiversity, improved water quality 
and reduced Green House Gas 
emissions.

Within this document Widgeon Park 
Reserve is classified as a ‘Community Park’, 
which remains an accurate classification.

"A community park is an area of open 
space on flat or undulating land that 
provides a variety of informal recreation 
experiences for residents across a 
neighbourhood/suburb. The park should 
include:

•	 Multiple kick around or play spaces

•	 Socialising areas, including picnic and 
BBQ facilities

•	 Perimeter or walking trail

•	 Small scale recreation infrastructure 
such as club rooms, public toilets

•	 Allow for natural water processes, 
including establishment of wetlands 
and flood events.

KAI TAHU VALUES

The following Kāi Tahu values have been 
adopted from the QLDC Blue Green 
Network (September 2025) and will be 
incorporated into any development within 
the reserve:

•	 Ki Uta Ki Tai

•	 Ahi Kā Roa

•	 Ira Atua Tangata Atua

•	 Mauri

•	 Wairua

•	 Mahika Kai

Figure 01: Kai Tahu Values Diagram From 'Draft Blue 
Green Network (September 2025)'

Image by Beca. May 2025

BLUE GREEN 
NETWORK 

PRINCIPLES

1.5 KĀI TAHU VALUES

KI UTA KI TAI 
Ki Uta Ki Tai is a Kāi Tahu natural resource management philosophy 
recognising that everything is connected and must be managed 
as such. Ki Uta Ki Tai reflects that mana whenua belong to the 
environment and are only borrowing the resources from generations 
that are yet to come. 

AHI KĀ ROA
Recognise Kāi Tahu presence and the importance of the area to 
their associations, practices and cultural ecological systems as a 
community who shaped, managed, and relied on te taiao across much 
of these ancestral lands, wāhi tūpuna. 

IRA ATUA TANGATA ATUA 
Ira Atua and Tangata Atua are cultural constructs that recognise 
the act of ordering whakapapa and are embedded in how Kāi Tahu 
engage with their environment. It considers what is held within a 
landscape and what is appropriate at place. . A landscape holds and 
exerts many things in different ways, including whakapapa, mana, 
kawa, tikanga, mātauranga, identity, connections, practices, history, 
values and guide what is appropriate

MAURI 
Mauri can be defined as the life principle, life supporting capacity, 
or life force present in all things. Protecting the mauri of a resource 
is the fundamental management principle for Māori. Mana whenua 
treasure the mauri of freshwater and other resources, and experience 
cultural offence and distress when that mauri is degraded. 

WAIRUA
Kāi Tahu whānau use different ways to feel spiritually connected with 
their takiwā. For example, gathering kai with whānau at a traditional 
fishing place, they know was named by their tūpuna and utilised by 
successive generations of their whānau, is one way. Conversely being 
denied these opportunities through physical constraints or absence of 
resources can impact wairua/spiritual wellbeing.

MAHINGA KAI
Mahinga kai is about mahi ngā kai – it is about places, ways of 
doing things, and resources that sustain the people. Mahinga kai 
is considered by Kāi Tahu to be, in today’s language, the principal 
‘environmental indicator’ in natural systems. If mahinga kai is not 
present, is unsafe or unable to harvested, then that natural system is 
under stress and requires remedial action. Mahinga kai practices rely 
on thriving and abundant biodiversity, safe and aesthetically pleasing 
places to practice, and the active transfer of knowledge between 
people. Biodiversity and aesthetics are dependent on the sustainable 
management of many other natural resources in the takiwā, especially 
waterbodies. 

ACCESS
Importance to provide access to mahinga kai, practices, and other 
associations. The QLDC area includes many Te Ara Tawhito/ancient 
trails which traverse and move up and down the district area providing 
safe and known access routes to places, resources, and practices.

KI UTA KI TAI 

Adopting a forward 
looking orientation with 
future generations in 
mind.

ACCESS

AHI KĀ 
ROA

MAURI

MAHINGA 
KAI

KĀI TAHU  
VALUES 
FRAMEWORK 
FROM THE 
QLSP

KĀI TAHU 
BLUE GREEN 
NETWORK 
VALUES 

WHANAUKATAKA
Ensuring consideration of the social implications of 

decisions to enable community and whanau connections 
and growth.

Demonstrating behaviour that 
acknowledges others, through 
the expression of aroha, 
hospitality, generosity and 
mutual respect.

RAKATIRATAKA
Ensuring the treaty 
partnership is 
recognised to enable 
mana whenua 
leadership in decision 
making processes.

KAITIAKITAKA
Enabling the inherited 
responsibility of mana 

whenua to support 
and protect people, 

the environment, 
knowledge, culture, 

language and 
resources on behalf of 

future generations.

Recognising the life force in all lands, 
waters and the natural environment that 
stems from time immemorial, requiring a 
high duty of care for kaitiaki (and others) 
to maintain an intact and healthy mauri, 

ensuring that what is gifted from the Atua is 
not neglected.

MAURI MANAAKITAKA

HAERE 
WHAKAMUA

Ensuring 
consideration 

of the 
appropriateness of 
decisions that will 
have a bearing on 
social, economic, 

environmental and 
cultural outcomes.

TIKAKA

WAIRUA
IRA ATUA 
TANGATA 

ATUA
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1.7   PROCESS

KEY MOVES
A series of key moves were identified 
through the engagement process to 
guide the future development of the 
park. Together, they provide a cohesive 
framework for the development, 
enhancement, and use of the park while 
preserving its unique character.

Remediate soils

ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

Who we engaged with 

• Lake Hayes Estate Community
Association

• Bridesdale Bush Trust
• Aukaha
• Te Ao Mārama Inc. (TAMI)
• Queenstown Trails Trust
• QLDC Arrowtown-Kawarau Ward

Councilors
• Community via. Let's Talk page, drop in

sessions and online submissions

Restore vegetation patterns to encourage 
biodiversity back into the park

Connect the site with integrated trail 
network 

Utilise park extents for passive and active 
recreation

Link Widgeon Park and Bridesdale Bush 
Reserve community area 

Continue to develop the Bridesdale Bush 
Reserve area and establish a new toilet 
block
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250m100m 500m0

2.1   CONCEPT PLAN

Lake Hayes Estate and Bridesdale 
Bush Reserve Connection 

River Trail 
Access

River Trail 
Access

Successional 
Tree Planting 

•	 Provide a vital connection between the 
community area and Widgeon Park 

•	 Improve pest control measures, 
increasing rabbit proof fencing and 
gates at access points 

•	 Restore and regenerate soils within 
fenced area and introduce pockets of 
native planting and shade trees 

•	 Clear exotic wilding species and 
introduce successional planting 
replacements  

•	 Introduce a native planted buffer 
between the river trail and the park to 
reduce crack willow creep

•	 Develop community area as planned 
and provide new toilet block

•	 Provide an arrivals space at 'Widgeon 
Place' with gravel car park, wayfinding, 
congregation point

•	 Improve trail network through and 
within the park including a loop track 

•	 Provide natural play and mountain 
biking facilities for a range of age 
groups 

•	 Provide a range of open spaces 
within the park for passive and active 
recreation, which can be used for 
larger events than those held at 
Bridesdale Bush Trust community area

•	 Provide picnic area adjacent to nature 
play area including BBQ, seating and 
shade structure

•	 Consider retaining section for leasing 
purposes, subject to future review

Existing Stormwater 
Infrastructure and Associated 
Fencing and Access to Remain

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

7

Community 
Planting Area

LAKE HAYES 
ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

KAWARAU RIVER

Alpine Avenue

Widgeon Place

Hayes Creek Road

Rere Road

Onslow Road

Q
ui

ll S
tre

et

3

	
   TWIN RIVERS TRAIL

This section is to be 
retained for leasing 
purposes, subject to 
future review (8ha)

2 1

6

5

4

New Rabbit Proof Fencing 
During Establishment Phase

Potential Site for 
Future Ferry Service

Community recreation space

Community events space

Wayfinding Element

Shelter

Public Toilets

Natural play area. 
Including bug hotel

Arrival / congregation point

4

4

8

8

9

9

Picnic Area and BBQ

Secondary Open Spaces 

Project Extents

Planting

Existing Stormwater Wetland

Specimen Tree

Grass with Soil Restoration

Connection Trail

Park Trail

Meandering Trail

Primary Open Area - Passive and 
Active Recreational Space

Existing Forest / Shelter Belt

Shelter

Retained For Leasing 
Purposes 

Car and bike Parking

Dirt Pump Track and Skills 
Area (age 4+)

Dirt Jump Track (age 12+)

LEGEND

River Trail 
Access

Riparian Planting 
and Grassed Areas 
(Flood Prone)

Infill Shelter Belt Planting 
with Native Buffer

Cycle, Pedestrian and Horse 
Trail Adjacent to Road 

Potential Dog Park 
LocationRetain existing native vegetation 

and street trees

Wetland planting to 
low lying wet area
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2.2   SKETCH PERSPECTIVES

Primary Multi 
Purpose Trail

Restored Soil with Grass

Perspective 01

View from primary trail with open 
recreation spaces, looking south 
towards the Remarkables and 
Kawarau River.

QLDC Wayfinding Sign 

Low Native 
Vegetation

Open Recreation 
Space Suitable for 
Passive and Active 
Recreation

Exotic non Seeding 
Specimen Shade 
Tree

Precedents
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2.2   SKETCH PERSPECTIVES

Trail Confluence 
Meeting Area

Bench / Rest Area

Perspective 02

View from Widgeon Place street 
entrance at confluence of trails 
looking south towards natural play 
area.

Precedents

Nature Play Area

Informal Mown Grass 
Path

Low Native 
Vegetation
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3.1 SOIL AND TREE MANAGEMENT

SOIL QUALITY 

Soil quality within the park is of moderate 
to low quality, however due to the rabbit 
infestation on the park the overall ground 
condition and soil make up is very poor. 

Targeted pest control measures are to be 
put in place to prevent further damage, 
following this, improvements in soil quality 
through aeration, nutrient management, 
and moisture control are essential for 
ensuring the vitality of new plantings and 
fostering a robust ecosystem. 

VEGETATION REMOVAL

There are a number of areas of existing 
vegetation highlighted for removal as 
part of this development plan. These 
include areas of poplars and willows to the 
southern end of the park and the conifer 
shelter belt that lines the centre of the 
park. 

The development of a long term vegetation 
management plan is recommended 
to carry out removals, successional 
replacements and ongoing maintenance 
over time. Trials in localised areas should 
inform the methodology. 

Images of current soil condition and willow + polar trees.
May 2025.
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Sophora microphylla
South Island Kowhai

Griselinia littoralis
Kapuka, NZ Broadleaf

Cordyline australis
Ti Kouka, Cabbage Tree

Coprosma sp.
mix

Fucospora sp.
Mountain & Red Beech

Pittosporum tenuifolium
Black matipo

Aristotelia serrata
Wineberry

Hebe salicifolia
Koromiko

Hoheria sp.
Lacebark

Metrosideros umbellata
Southern rata

Plagianthus regius
Manatu, Ribbonwood

Podocarpus laetus
Totara

Oleria sp.
varies

Pseudopanax sp.
Lancewood

Acer sp.
Maple

Tilia sp.
Linden

Ulmus sp.
Maple

Quercus sp.
Oak

(          Exotic species)
(          Shelter Belt species)

Coprosma acerosa ‘Hawea’
Groundcover coprosma

Hebe sp.
Varies

Meadow grasses Tussock sp.
Tussock

Phormium sp.
NZ Flax

Austroderia richardii 
Toe toe
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3.2   PLANT SPECIES

PLANTING PHILOSOPHY 

The overall landscape planting strategy 
aims to restore and enhance the 
underlying landscape patterns and 
processes of the site as well as providing 
open grassland areas with shade trees for 
passive and active recreation. 

The design aims to provide;

•	 An arrival experience that provides 
seasonal interest using a mix of 
deciduous trees and native understory 
planting 

•	 Open grassland areas that contain a 
mix of mown and meadow grasses 

•	 Shade trees that break up the open 
space network without limiting 
views to surrounding landscapes or 
opportunities for passive recreation 
uses

•	 Native buffer planting that enhances 
sense of place and improves 
recreational user experience by 
creating areas of interest and changing 
landscape patterns within the park

•	 Species that support indigenous 
biodiversity and ecology and 
complement existing naturalness of the 
site

•	 Enhancement of the wet low lying area 
to the southern end of the park with 
native riparian planting that thrives in 
wet/dry conditions 

•	 A low flammability plant palette that 
reduces fire risk

•	 CPTED passive surveillance principles 
considered in planting design and 
species selection 

•	 Consideration to be given to fruit tree 
species in future design phases

TREES

GRASSES AND SHRUBS
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3.3   MATERIALITY AND WAYFINDING

wayfinding and signage

• Wayfinding, signage content and materials to be
in accordance with QLDC signage guidance.

• 'Whakatipu Active Travel Network' Signage
guideline principles to inform design:
Connection, Consistent, Visible, Legible,
Language and Continuity.

• Types of signage include: local connections,
large plinths, barrier bollards, distance markers
and directional bollards.

• Wayfinding / signage elements are found at
every entrance to the park as well as at trail
junctions.

tracks and trails 

• Clear material distinction between connection,
park and meandering pathways.

• Materials are indicative of the area and readily
available.

• Wayfinding element at key junctions.

• Opportunity for informal mown meadow trails
throughout site.

furniture

• Furniture materials to be aligned with materials
used in QLDC parks / reserves.

• Furniture to include: picnic tables, bench seating,
dog and waste bins, cycle racks, drinking fountains
and BBQ shelters.

• QLDC standard furniture to be used for elements
such as drinking fountain and waste bins.

• Materials to consider include: reclaimed hardwood
timbers, corten steel and schist rock.

play

• Nature play area located close to 'Widgeon Place'
street entrance.

• Materials sourced from within the park, such as
timbers from felled trees to create none structural
play elements. e.g. timber steppers or balance logs.

• Proprietary nature play items such as: swing,
seesaw, carousel, climbing net and slide.

• Educational insect / bug hotel created using
materials sourced from site

• Softfall surface to be bark mulch.
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Your name Organisation (please include if submitting on behalf 
of)

I understand that all feedback will be 
treated as public information. 

Do you support the overall concept development plan 
for Widgeon Park Reserve? What do you think we got right? What do you think we got wrong or is missing? Do you have any further comments?

Deborah Palmer I understand Neutral

Some of it is good. Its an area of outstanding natural landscape so we need to keep it natural and is used by lots of people for walks, cycling,  and that 
needs to stay. I like the wild natural character where people their children and  pets  can use the area. The bike parks atc9 and 10 are a good idea as it 
gives a dedicated area where they can safely use away from the main bike track. I like the paddock areas 3 and 4 being used for stock as it keeps that 
rural feel. Leave the gravel road to the river car park as a gravel track , doesn't matter if there's a few potholes it slows the traffic and helps stop people 
racing on it at night.

It's an area of outstanding natural landscape  so we need to keep that character.  Don't turn it into a manicured area. Please don't put a public toilet at area marked 2 on your plan, as Hayes Creek Road turns from sealed to gravel. A toilet down near the river by the car park is more appropriate as car parking is near by. 
Also don't put volleyball and games in that area marked 2 as it floods and is better as a wild area with flames and cabbage trees, keep it all natural as possible.  
Just my thoughts on the area. Its a beautiful area and it's so good to see so many people using it to enjoy walking ,cycling,  riding horses. A very special area that we go to because it is natural and beautiful.  Let's keep it that way, don't make it too manicured or cluttered with  play equipment.  People make their own fun 
down there.

Naoko Kawamura Lamond N/A I understand Neutral Utilising the area for everyone Closed/ fenced dog parks There’s only one dog park (Jardine park) where you have decided to take all the fences out. Really need closed/ fenced areas for large & small dogs (ideally separated) for dogs to run in Queenstown.

Katie I understand No Nothing Leave it as it is. There are far more urgent things that need attention in Queenstown e.g. sewage system, public transport options, road congestion issues, parking issues.

Nick Lubeck I understand Yes I think the plan is great and would love to see it come to pass ASAP.  I would like us to stop leasing the land and complete the full park.  I also note the neighbouring farm was for sale recently.  Lot 404-406 Alec Robins Road, Lake Hayes, Queenstown https://www.oneroof.co.nz/property/central-otago-lakes-district/dalefieldwakatipu-basin/lot-404-406-alec-robins-road/lmlm4 Ownership of this property would create a sizable public space in a unique location.  

Scott McQuaid I understand Yes Definitely an area where there are options for development Inclusion of an outdoor gym would be good I don't believe development of this area should be a high priority. Despite it being welcome, other areas need the investment, such as traffic planning and management.

Ben R I understand No It's a nice to have - and the plan does look good - broadly am supportive of this - IF WE HAD MONEY It is tone deaf to pursue nice to haves like this when our council can't get basic infrastructure right and has no money to do so. Stop wasting ratepayer funds on nice to haves and redirect the resources towards the key issues our district face - transport and key services

Gene and Jenny Lamb I understand Yes I like most of the plan. This adds value to the whole area. How can this plan work if a large section is retained for leasing? Regarding the trees lining the river path. Those are very nice to walk through. If they are not native and are planned to be replaced with natives, I suggest that be done in stages to keep the shade and look of the path. Will Hayes Creek Road be paved or left gravel?

Becky OMeara I understand Yes Pump track for older children 

Tobin I understand Neutral Nothing Mountain bike jumps No

Tom Baker I understand Yes I think honestly it all looks great.
Toilets are crucial. Maybe a bin as there will be a picnic area too?

Bike stand is unnecessary. I understand parks and reserves do not favour freedom camping but this area fits well. It is out of the way, not in anyone’s backyard. There will be a toilet which is an added bonus despite it obviously only being available to self contained certified vehicles. There would be enough room for 5 - 10 
parks for campers for a max of 3 nights. These would not impinge on public use as there is enough parking leftover for day/casual users. It would be a missed opportunity. There could even be a larger gravel flat car park seperate for self contained vehicles. Cheap to build, close to gravel source at the shotover river and 
very straightforward to construct  This would alleviate the pressure illegal freedom camping puts on the community

As above.

Carol Gardner Resident I understand No What appears to be not considered is the needs of its present most frequent users .Dogs and their people.
The area needs a fenced area for leash free dog exercise We pay dog registration fees-a quite considerable amount for people on fixed income.A high fence area is the least we can expect.The Ladies Mile area has uncertain future, and Jardine Park is not within walking distance.

Fumie I understand Neutral I don't feel safe BBQ area as that area is  sorounded by old big trees and Idon't like cutting down the existing trees.
②

I don't like 

②

community recreation space as many plants had been already planted nicely and grown well. I can see many birds are enjoying  that bushy area.
I can't know if you keep the current  car park or not. I prefer keeping it there as it is.

②

dogs should be strictly on leads in this area or not allowed.

Rob Gardner I understand Yes Perhaps a dog park would be a good idea. There are many dog walkers in the area. 

Eric Britt. new Zealand motor caravan association. I understand Yes  That these vacant spaces should be for the use of everybody. Have you given consideration to the use of these areas to certified self contained motorhomes??? these peoples are spenders in your town!!!.

James Imlach New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc. I understand Neutral

We support the development of Widgeon Park Reserve and recommend that the concept plan include provision for responsible overnight parking in certified self-contained motor caravans.

The Reserve Management Plan applicable to this site does not prohibit camping, and under the Reserves Act 1977, the Council retains delegated authority from the Minister of Conservation to permit camping where appropriate. Widgeon Park offers an ideal location for passive overnight use, with ample space and 
minimal conflict with residents and other recreational activities.

Importantly, the Council’s acknowledged during consultation on its Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2025 that it is open to identifying additional areas like reserves under its control or management for responsible camping. 

Given this context, Widgeon Park Reserve should be considered as part of the mix of locations suitable for responsible overnight parking. Enabling self-contained overnight parking at this site would support a balanced approach to managing visitor needs, while protecting community and environmental values.

The NZMCA is open to financially supporting the establishment of a responsible camping site at Widgeon Park Reserve through its Greenfund programme, which provides funding for environmental and community initiatives. We would also welcome the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing care and stewardship of the 
reserve through this programme and our local volunteer network. 

If a public freedom camping site is not considered feasible, we are open to discussing the option of leasing land to establish an NZMCA Park, similar to the successful model recently implemented in Glenorchy, and sharing the profits with a community group and/or the Council to reinvest back into the reserve. This would 
ensure continued access for certified self-contained vehicles while maintaining high standards of environmental care and community benefit.

G T I understand Yes Large open spaces mostly undeveloped or unsculpted the recreational area with petenque and such is potentially a little unrealistic, especially in light of the rabbit problems we have down there. It is a wild and wooly space but a great place where people can feel like they are still connected to lesser developed spaces, with their animals, away from restrictions - which is part 
of why we choose to live here.  What is the likelihood that it would require dogs to be leashed in these spaces? Keep the fiddling limited. It's a great space as it is - not everywhere has to be touched up

Rob Burnell I understand Yes I think the plan principally retains the rural character.  There is no need to 'overdevelop' the plan or the site. There should be no permanent built 
development on this site. The plan keeps the essence of how the area is utilised presently. 

Transport corridor for active transport to the river and ensure this plan allows for river access if there were to ever be a ferry to frankton/queenstown.  That opportunity would require car-parking and an access road, but that should be situated to the far western side of the reserve to allow the reserve to retain its 
character. Carparking should be kept to a minimum and a bus turning circle should be incorporated.

In the community events lawn area, I would ensure this area is surrounded by a bund to create a natural looking amphitheatre to allow for performances, outdoor theatre/films - or at the least create a natural raised stage area 

I query why council is doing this now when the budget could be spent in more areas of more immediate need. This area could be left for another 5 years quite happily.  That said, as this project has been actioned, I'm happy that it formalises the nature of the area and we're now suddenly going to get significant development 
here.

colin yuill I understand No
Pest control
Tree Planting
new trail maybe

no to the rest
also just call them signs or signage
toilets create vandalism
carparking thought we were encouraging people not to use cars !

 why urbanise it with bike stands and  bike tracks that will require maintenance 
would like to know what the budget is and how much set aside for maintenance
Also I had a thought maybe a composting site would be a good use for some of it

Rebecca winterburn I understand Neutral Fencing to stop rabbits will hopefully mean less poison is used It would be really nice to have a fenced area like at Jardine park, not a dog park as such but an off leash dog area that is fenced that the whole community can enjoy walking 

alana egerton I understand Yes The bike parks and big spaces like the cricket oval are fantastic. 
 There should be some shelter at the cricket oval or toilets etc. 
A waterplay area like at queens park and all around christchurch.. queenstown is missing this badly.
Doesn't seem to be enough parking. There needs to be another exit point as lake hayes estate is a one entrance one exit town waiting for disaster to strike.

You really need to clarify the meaning of the using the cricket oval for leasing purposes.

Graeme Lester I understand No That the rabbits have destroyed the area, and this needs to be repaired and the land better managed in a somewhat natural state  

Thinking that 'improving' a flood plain will 'leave a legacy for future generations'!  

I would like to see clear information about the flood risk provided before any more ratepayer funds are spent on any improvements to this area.  Ie constructing bike tracks, toilets etc that may get destroyed 

As part of your pest control a fence was constructed that has limited locals use of this area, the sooner this is altered and an additional gate installed the better. The alternate path is shown on your site analysis  plan  and should have been retained.

New paths should be constructed on the alignments that people have been using, a second link to the Bridesdale area closer to Widgeon Place sounds ok.  My observation is people use this area to get to the river, which is not owned by the QLDC, and unable to be improved.

I personally would like to see the leased area increased as that farmer has done a fantastic job.  This would increase revenue annually rather than increase expenses for the community.

In order to make a decent submission it would be really nice to be able to see more than 4 lines of text in each window!  I’ve now copied this into a .doc so I can make sure I don’t embarrass my anonymous self by making errors.

This area has a significant use by dog owners,  I did a ‘CTRL F’, ‘dog’ on the lovely 18 page development plan document that has been so wonderfully finished by the ‘colouring in’ department at BECA and find the word dog only mentioned once, and that is with reference to providing dog waste bins.  I would like to note 
that we already have a dog waste bin, it is by the Widgeon Place cul-d-sac.  

I would like to see this area retained as an off leash dog walking area with large signs installed at the end of Widgeon Place so that all members of the community are aware of this.

Noted are comments about ‘sourcing abundant topsoil stripped from neighboring housing and infrastructure developments.’ within the development plan.  This is both extremely concerning (due to truck movements to this area) but also possibly an opportunity for the community to create a new revenue stream as dump sites 
can be very lucrative for the owners.

By my calculations, if a profit of $10/ton was made on material dumped onsite after costs are paid, for every meter of height added to the reserve the community would earn $5m (@1.7T/m3)

During the Covid period a basic trail through the trees by the river was built, this asset hasn’t received a single mention in the Development Plan, likely due to not having received any maintenance and basically disappearing.

Until all the carparks on Widgeon Place and over in Bridesdale are being regularly filled I would suggest that no new carpark is required

Within the development plan it is somewhat confusing that almost half of the photographs are not actually of the Widgeon Place Reserve, but those of surrounding land not owned by the community.

One other item in the plan I agree with is wayfinding & signage, for around 10 years the sign not far from the existing toilet by the river has been in the incorrect location.  There was a track realignment to the current route across to Widgeon Place, and the sign was not moved, and it would appear no one in the Parks 
Department has noticed.

The Te Araroa trail passes through the Widgeon Place Reserve.  Again, no mention of this in the development plan and it appears the existing toilet will be removed and relocated to the opposite corner, beside the shelter that should probably also have a campsite formed for the few hardy souls that do stop for a night by 
the river.

Shaun Tipson I understand Yes The new paths and the rehabilitation of the grass areas is a really good idea. The pump tracks need to be maintained (so that they don't go back to 
nature). Having a sports field would be a good addition as well. Please make sure that there are barriers preventing cars from driving onto the paths, and signage prohibiting motorbikes. Also, what's going to happen to the existing (new) pest fence? It doesn't appear on the map.

Diana Baker I understand Yes Great to make more use of this area. I think the bike jumps will be really popular so that needs to be bigger. Bike jumps need to be bigger as they will be very popular and well used by kids. No

Catkin Bartlett Individual I understand Yes

The plan looks wonderful. Restoration of biodiversity is a key priority, including wetlands, managing exotics especially  willows which have such a 
negative effect on wetlands is very important. Networks of paths etc will give wonderful opportunities for children to explore, learn to ride a bike.

It is quite sheltered down there so some picnic areas where children can have birthday parties would be good - it is much more sheltered that the 
playground in Lakes Hayes, with more shade too.

Maintenance of this reserve is very important and the best way to do this is to turn it into an area everyone loves. 

I won’t make it to any of the drop-in sessions to ask this question: Is there the possibility that managing willows on the edge of the Kawarau  and 
restoring some wetlands will have an effects on lagarosiphon? 

Be good to collaborate and have joint ‘pride’ in the reserve with local organisations. 

andrew barney I understand Yes

1/3: Remediating land, native plantings, public access and facitilies, rabbit control & pest eradication measures. 
2/3: Retention of large eastern block for leasing - creating ongoing cash-flow to fund/subsidise current development and maintenance of "public" 
facilities on western half of park. 
3/3: Provision of public toilet blocks (though location of northern block debatable)

1/4:Proposed removal of existing shelter belt exotics between eastern leased section and western public section. If the proposed leased land is to be used for grazing/animals (preferred use) the shelter belt provides essential summer shade & wind protection for stock. The belt also reduces wind speeds (and consequent 
damage) through the area. Shelter could be provided by natives long-term, but a transition to natives should retain the exotics until the natives are large enough to replace them.

2/4: Hayes Creek Road. In current form this road encourages both heavy pedestrian use (joggers, walkers, dog walkers) AND dangerous driving (idiots speeding along the road either "exercising their dogs" by driving at speed with them or just speeding & sliding on the gravel). Worse this mix of uses tends to happen 
mostly at dusk/dawn (in winter). The problem is partly behavioural (joggers and walkers often wearing headphones don't hear approaching vehicles who assume they'll get off the road) and partly structural - a long straight gravel road encourages hooning. Simple improvements to reduce risk: Install (and enforce) 30kmh 
speed limits and signs, install speed bumps, build clearly separated road and pedestrian footpaths.  

3/4: Location of northern toilet block. While it makes sense to have a toilet block near the community events area, it would be better if the block could be closer to the Gurnell/Robertson Beach access. This beach is very popular in summer, but completely lacks any changing or toilet facities. Moving the proposed block to 
the far eastern edge of the Community events lawn area ("#1") would allow more "dual usage" for both public events and swimmers in summer.

4/4: The public lands border on the "Bridesdale Garden Allotments". Is there ANY chance the council could plant visual screening trees on this bordering land? The "Bridesdale Garden Allotments" was a great idea on paper, but in practice has quickly turned into a visually ugly self-storage facility full of "sheds" (lol). This 
wasn't what was initially proposed and isn't an appropriate use for this land.  A shelter belt to sheild the view of these sheds would be a welcome addition to the proposed park. 

Thanks to all at the QLDC for their work on this project. 

Simone French I understand Yes
I like that you are trying to improve pest control measures, especially anything you can do that might help reduce the quantity of rabbits in the area. 
Native planting is also appriciated.  Any footpaths that the community can walk or bike around is always a great addition to an area.  Plus the addition of 
toliets makes sense, especially since those on the Twin Rivers Trail can use them too.

Your plans indicate that the shelter belt on the (western) edge of the leased area may be removed. The shelter belt blocks the wind down the valley, and it would be a shame if it is removed. The cows also currently hide under the trees when weather demands as such. If you really do want to pursue removing the shelter 
belt, can you consider at least leaving the non-pine trees alone? At least that way some of the shelter belt would remain for the cows and to block the wind.

I also have a minor comment - do you know if the community has asked for beach volleyball & petanque facilities? I understand picnic, BBQ's, and even the mountain bike pump track area... but I didn't expect that there would be much demand for beach volleyball / petanque... 

A further minor comment - plenty of people swim at the river North-East of the project area. Perhaps if you are introducing toilets, you could consider if they should be located closer to the swimming spot?

I personally really like the cows that are currently located in the leased area. The cows help remind us all that we are living on the edge of farming / nature, and they are wonderful to hear in the mornings, along with any birds. I hope that the leased area, along with the cows, remain.  

Many thanks for the opportunity to comment. I hope this goes ahead in some form, espectially the pest control measures :-)

Ros Pirie I understand Yes I like the overall plan I would like to see QLDC work with the ORC to clean up Hayes Creek and to include this area in the concept plan. The Kawarau river is large and swift flowing and potentially dangerous for kids to play in. Hayes Creek could be cleaned and cleared and have picnic areas that are safe for kids to wade and paddle. I am happy to be a part of any future project to achieve this!

Dawn Palmer I understand Neutral

11.	The existing shelterbelts provide display and territorial perching posts for tui and also hunting perches for falcon. It’s good to see them partially
retained and a plan for successional replacement adopted.
12.	Specimen trees should be appropriate to the place and not continuous canopy forming which would attract flocks of exotic birds (e.g. starlings); 
preferable to use native trees such as Olearia hectorii, totara, Plagianthus regius, kowhai should be considered. The planting list looks good, could 
include fruit trees as a community garden element.

1.	Section 1.1 The Kawarau River is the only lake outlet and is an important wildlife corridor and habitat, wetlands and streams drain through the Lake Hayes and Shotover Country areas into the Kawarau River along with stormwater from these subdivisions.
2.	Section 1.1 Willows, while invasive, provide functional habitat for species like shags, kotare, grebes, and support insects that support a range of birds including fantails.
3.	Section 1.3 Widgeon Park sits to the north of the Remarkables mountain range and the Kawarau River.
4.	Section 1.3 A formed walking trail links the Twin River Trail to Widgeon Place and is popular
5.	Section 1.4 rabbit proof fencing has just been installed around Widgeon Place
6.	Section 1.4 Soil (dry, hollow?)? It is free draining river terrace soil.
7.	Section 1.4/ 3.1 soil Remediation? How would this alter the free draining substrate? Not appropriate to import soil from another area of the Basin, native planting should be appropriate to the natural substrates; noting they have a history of farming.  The site should not be used as a clean fill site with soils not suited to
the river terrace habitat imported. Any soils imported should be free draining.
9.	The Existing stormwater infrastructure has been planted and is providing habitat for waterfowl; it links to the channel extending under the access track from the Widgeon Place cul-de-sac and the raupo lined channel is good habitat for marsh crake.  The carpark suggested to the north of this drainage is incongruent with 
the place and would undermine the value of the habitat created and existing now which is suitable for marsh crake.  Angle parking along the Widgeon Place cul-de-sac might be better. Most users seem to be local, walking/ cycling through the area.
10.	In Section 1.3 the Plan and Section 4.4.12 of the Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale Reserve Management Plan 2021 mentions that the southern area is flood prone, this is not reflected in the Concept Plan. The Plan does not clearly acknowledge this. It seems that the connection to the River is
not acknowledged, rather it is buffered. It should be enhanced as wetland habitat rather than built up with dirt parks. Those may be better placed in the north end of Area 3 if required.
15.	Placing pump tracks between the open space habitats and the river may serve to cut the access of wildlife moving between open spaces to the river.  These activities should be higher, away from the river and closer to carparks.
16.	Section 4.4.12 of the Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale Reserve Management Plan 2021identifies that Widgeon Place “is valued for its informal, passive open space and natural character, and for enabling access to the river.”   “There is potential to support ecological systems, including sustainable 
water quality processes and native species habitat while providing additional informal recreation activities and facilities that enhance the character of the reserve and experience.” I don’t think this Concept Plan makes the most of this, nor does it acknowledge and implement Objective b., “To recognise the reserve is
subject to floodwater and a high water table, and therefore to develop appropriately.” This could be achieved by creating wetlands nearer to the river, to allow for better use of this habitat and keeping informal open spaces and is proposed.  Concentrate more intensive use closer to carparks and toilets/ picnic areas to
facilitate supervision of children.  The location of pump tracks in the lower lying flood prone areas shown on the park layout (page 21 of the Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale Reserve Management Plan 2021 is not appropriate or sensible unless you plan to alter the ecological relationship of the land to 
the river.
17.	An area mapped as wetland on page 21 of the Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale Reserve Management Plan 2021 is proposed under this concept plan as toilets, shelter and picnic area. This seems to work against the nature of the site, better to move those facilities further away and work with the
nature of the site.
18.	Note the stormwater basin and infrastructure is currently providing habitat for wetland birds, this should be acknowledged and buffers set back away from those areas, i.e. 20 metres.
19.	I do not support the importation of soil from other sites if that soil is not free draining and appropriate for the river terrace ecology. The site should not be used as a clean fill and place where we can “lose” some soil from other sites.
20.	The intention to “remediate” the free draining soil with imported topsoil/ soil/ clean fill from sites across the basin is not appropriate for the ecology of the site and the intention to support ecological systems as is the intention of Section 4.4.12 of the Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country and Bridesdale Reserve
Management Plan 2021.

8.	Area 3 – “retaired” seems like there was indecision between retired and repaired?  If leased to farming, plantings will need to be protected.  Cricket oval is a good potential use but could also provide foraging for waders displaced from the Ladies Mile habitats if left open; as could Area(s) 4, see comments below.
13.	Typo - Enhancement of the wet low lying area sto the southern end of the park with native riparian planting that thrive in wet/dry conditions.
14.	During the Ladies Mile Plan Change process, the Widgeon Place Park was identified as a river side habitat of value for foraging endangered terns and at-risk South Island pied oystercatchers.  The maintenance of open space, creation and enhancement of wetland habitats will support at-risk marsh crake and support 
foraging opportunities for terns and oystercatchers.  Open Space areas 3 and 4 along with extension and planting of stormwater basins and infrastructure will enable these outcomes.
21.	The Concept Plan notes the use of Area 3 will be reviewed, it refers to a lease, but does not bring forward the acknowledgement that the site is currently under a grazing lease.  This is a relevant context and point to make, you are signalling that the grazing lease would not be renewed and instead, new permits/ 
licences consistent with the character of the site would be considered. You’re tying this to remediation and this is not transparent if you have a future lease with impacts in mind.
22.	Otherwise, this is a nice plan that will lift the site for the community. Keep it simple so we can afford it. We don't have to do it all at once.

Robert Moore I understand Yes

J I understand No

McBride park has recently had its green space resurfaced and is a sufficient sporting ground, it also has astroturf, tennis, basketball, soccer and cricket facilities.

There is a pump track, play ground, parking.

All of these things are already in place less than 800m from Wigeon Park.

Can the council confirm that the plan for development of Wigeon park is not being proposed with a future plan to allocate the McBride park space for residential development?

The beauty of living near the river and Wigeon park as it currently exists is the rural aspect and open space away from an urban area. 

The proposed plan only provides a larger pump track to the area, everything else proposed exists at McBride park.

There is constant issues with youth, alcohol consumption, rubbish and broken glass at McBride Park, this proposal to develop Wigeon Park would move that closer to a significant environmental asset and likely due to location, encourage further unsocial behaviour and gathering.

Is this proposal necessary?  

Is the council planning on repurposing McBride Park as a residential development if the Wigeon Park development went ahead?

Heidi Wood (Agent of Kjet) KJet (Prepared by Brown and Company Planning Group on behalf 
of KJet) I understand Neutral

KJet support the identification of a “Lack  of connectivity” as a key issue/constraint of the Reserve. 
KJet support the addition of new facilities in the Reserve, specifically the addition of toilet facilities in the southeastern corner of the reserve, wayfinding 
elements and enhanced public access through an extension of Widgeon Place, car parking, cycle parking and connection trails. 

RM181023 granted KJet a resource consent to establish and operate a scheduled public ferry service and private charter operations on Lake Wakatipu and the Kawarau River to enable people to travel between Queenstown and  various other locations adjacent to the Lake Wakatipu and the Kawarau River. The land use 
consent includes construction and use of a new jetty and pontoon adjacent to Widgeon Park Reserve. The approved plans include landscaping, lighting, a shelter and a screened services area. However, KJet were omitted from the list of key stakeholders that were involved in meetings and discussions regarding the 
opportunities and constraints for Widgeon Park Reserve in April/May 2025.  Furthermore, the approved jetty and associated structures and landscaping have been omitted from the Widgeon Park Reserve Draft Concept Development Plan (WPRDCDP). Suggested footpaths and locations of activities within the plan do not 
take into account the jetty or associated facilities. 

Notwithstanding the objection process currently underway regarding an extension to RM181023 and access agreements to be negotiated with Council, KJet consider there are several matters arising from RM181023 and its associated conditions that warrant consideration. These are as follows:

•	Section 1.7 of the WPRDCDP identifies  “Connect the Site with Upgraded Trail Network” as a key move. KJet would like to see an expansion of this key move to “Connect the Site with Upgraded Trail Network and active travel routes” to acknowledge the significance of the jetty and ferry to meet community needs for 
alternative transport networks around the basin.

•	The provision of a jetty and operation of a ferry service will likely create foot and cycle traffic to the southeast corner of the Reserve. As a result, further consideration should be given to:

o	The location and surfacing of proposed trails in the southeast of the Reserve. 
Currently there is no direct connection trail to the jetty location. The trail locations should be amended or a new trail added to allow for direct access to the jetty to cater to foot and cycle traffic. This will prevent unsurfaced desires path developing to the jetty through the area identified as a Picnic and BBQ area.

o	The location of the southeastern cycle stand and public toilets. 
The concept plan shows a cycle stand and public toilets located approximately 150m to the east  of the jetty location. KJet would like to see these facilities relocated between the jetty and the proposed BBQ area so the facilities might conveniently serve users of both facilities.

o	Secure cycle parking. KJet considered that generous provision of secure cycle parking in the southeast of the Reserve would be advantageous to encourage the community to complete a full journey into Queenstown via active travel methods.

•	In the 5 years since the granting of RM181023, road congestion into Queenstown has continued to increase. KJet notes existing reserve car parking provides for 26 spaces within the southeast car park and a small addition off Widgeon Place has also been proposed.  KJet would like to see provision increased in 
recognition of the likely enhanced appetite for use of the Reserve as a result of its proposed re-development, and the provision of a ferry service. Extending either Hayes Creek Road or Widgeon Place to the jetty  and providing a drop off/pick up area and supplementary parking (including disabled parking) should be
considered to maximise the convenience of the jetty and associated ferry service as a means to access Queenstown while avoiding contributing to traffic congestion of the Shotover Bridge and wider roading network.  KJet seeks further discussion regarding the location, scale and funding of additional car parking
provision and associated access routes within the south of the Reserve.

Consent Condition 23 of RM181023 requires that, outside of use by the public ferry services, the jetty be available for public use, including by surface watercraft and that appropriate signage is installed to indicate this. While noting an access agreement is still required to be negotiated with Council,  the jetty will provide a 
fully funded recreational amenity for the public use in close proximity to the Reserve. It is appropriate that the jetty is added to the WPRDCDP so the community are aware of its presence and can make informed comment if they wish to see additional facilities on the Reserve associated with its use (eg provision of 
changing rooms). Therefore, KJet consider that  the WPRDCDP should be updated and re-released to the public in order to gain community feedback on how this facility can best be integrated into the Park. 

Consent Conditions concerning landscaping, access and toilet facilities  associated with RM181023 are also of relevance to the Reserve. For example, Consent Condition 24 requires landscaping around the jetty to create visual breaks of the structures from residential areas. Discussions between KJet and Council could 
facilitate coordination of the jetty landscaping and proposed landscaping in the south of the park to create a cohesive plan that best facilitates amenity values in the Reserve while also meeting KJet Consent Condition obligations. KJet are also open to establishing a common design language between the Reserve and 
jetty area where appropriate. Therefore, as a key stakeholder, KJet would like a meeting with Council to further discuss the opportunities and constraints for Widgeon Park Reserve (in keeping with the opportunity extended to other key stakeholders in April/May).

Vickie Hill I understand Yes

I love the area for picnic space as during the warmer months, a number of families picnic in this area and the shade of the trees.  the dirt bike area is 
also a great move as I see many young ones trying to make tracks and jumps for the use of their bikes and its so nice to see them outside enjoying 
activities rather than glued to a screen.  I think the opsen space of 3 for sporting, or maybe even the odd concert, or a community get together with food 
trucks etc would be well used.  the other areas you have are also well done.

I would like to suggest that due to the large number of pet/dog owners in the area, that perhaps a dog recreation area that is fenced to enable dogs off the lead to run and socialise maybe an important and of value to the neighbering area.  currently lots of people let their dogs off a lead in this area now, but with the 
development of the area, this could cause for dogs of a lead not to be so welcoming.  the area has numerous small and large dogs, so ideally one for small and a larger area for biger dogs would be ideal.  Other Dog exercise areas I have visited often have water bowls available and poo bins, plus the odd rocks and trees 
etc for them to run around and chase each other.  These facilites benefit not only the dogs and owners, but socialised dogs with other dogs and people are less likely to attach other dogs and people.  the area nearby maybe used for Agility and Obedience training clubs.

thank you for this opportunity
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Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan 

The real ques+on to be asked about the Widgeon Park Development Plan is: Why is the plan being dra<ed in 
isola+on from Council’s work on developing sports fields on council-owned land at 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile, 
less than 2 km away, within the same Eastern Corridor neighbourhood? Where is the wider vision? 

Let’s make beNer use of both Widgeon Park and 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile.  Any playing fields proposed at 
516 Ladies Mile could readily fit within the part of Widgeon Park that is proposed to be le< undeveloped and 
“retained for leasing purposes”. Let’s have beNer-integrated reserve planning and think about how to achieve 
the best value for ratepayers. 

Fig 1: Any sports fields proposed for 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile could fit within the “undeveloped area” at Widgeon Park 

Attachment C: Widgeon Park Reserve Development Plan Community Feedback (Written 
Submissions)
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There are a number of good ac0vi0es proposed to be included in the concept plan for Widgeon Park, 
but, together, they occupy only 13.4 ha of the en0re 21 ha site. Council’s concept plan shows an 
unused 7.6 ha area being “retained for leasing purposes, subject to future review (8ha).” This is the 
fenced-off area that has previously been leased to a local farmer for grazing. 

This 8ha area is outlined in white on the Development Plan and on the images above and below.  It is 
160+ metres wide.  Wide enough to accommodate a whole row of regula0on length sports fields in an 
E-W orienta0on.  Wide enough to accommodate even more regula0on sports fields in a side-by-side
N-S layout. Widgeon Park can accommodate all of the ac0vi0es exactly as shown in the concept plan 
and s0ll accommodate mul0ple sports fields. 
 
The land at 516 Ladies Mile is too valuable to be used for sports fields, especially when less valuable 
land is already held by QLDC as reserve and is apparently only going to be leased for grazing. 

Fig 2: QLDC’s rating land values of two areas of land of approximately 8ha opposite 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile. 
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QLDC’s landholding at 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile is one of the best, undeveloped blocks of land in the 
Eastern Corridor. It has 594 metres of frontage onto Frankton-Ladies Mile, as well as road frontages 
onto both Howards Drive and an unformed legal road to the east.  

The land is freehold.  It is not classified as reserve and there is no requirement on council to develop it 
for playing fields.  Council is en0tled to sell the land or develop it for other purposes. 

There is a planted, sloping strip along the southern edge of the 14.6 ha site, which leaves 11.5 ha of 
flat land level with Frankton-Ladies Mile.  A part of the flat area, say 3.5ha, could be u0lised for a 
central, local park and for buildings for a community centre.  This would s0ll leave 8 ha of flat land, 
with a value in the vicinity of $50m.    

This surplus land should not be developed for sports fields.  The Queenstown Lakes district community 
cannot afford such waste when other QLDC owned land is available. The surplus land should be sold. 

The proceeds could be used to off-set the original purchase price of the house and land at 516 
Frankton -Ladies Mile; to develop a local park near Howards Drive; and to develop playing fields at 
Widgeon Park (though the Long Term Plan already shows $5.4m being allocated for development of 
playing fields in the eastern corridor within the next two years and this money could be re-allocated to 
Widgeon Park). If council wanted to demonstrate real vision, it could also use a small por0on of the 
proceeds to acquire the 16.8ha site adjoining Widgeon Park (current ra0ng value $2.8m). The two 
sites could be recontoured to raise their level above the level of the Kawarau River in flood condi0ons 
and developed over 0me into a 40ha regional sports facility with: trail connec0ons; frontage along a 
na0onally recognised river; uninterrupted views of the Remarkables; and an alterna0ve road access.   

Ques0ons should be asked as to why 516 Frankton-Ladies Mile has been proposed for the 
development of sports fields. Is it just because the site is owned by QLDC and the original purchase 
decision has to be jus0fied?  Is it desirable to locate playing fields adjacent to a busy highway?  Or will 
this just encourage spectators to stop their vehicles and park randomly alongside the road, as happens 
in similar situa0ons elsewhere?  Is the site as sheltered as the lower land at Widgeon Park?  Will it 
provide as pleasant an environment for users as Widgeon Park could provide?  

There will no doubt be nay-sayers who will point out that the land adjoining Widgeon Park (not the 
reserve itself) has held water aher heavy rainfalls and ques0on its suitability for sports fields. But there 
are some simple engineering solu0ons: such as re-establishing and maintaining the high-level flow 
path on the inner bend of the river and recontouring the land near the river edge at the upstream end 
of the site.  There is also the op0on of raising the level of part of the site using material excavated 
from local construc0on sites. Contractors would pay to be able to place clean-fill in this loca0on.  Look 
how quickly the Council-owned clean -fill site below the airport runway has filled up (while genera0ng 
revenue for both Council and the site operator, who are both paid for every cubic metre of fill 
delivered to the site).  

Likewise, the views of some of the residents of Lake Hayes Estate, as they relate to new ac0vi0es, 
need to be treated with cau0on.  In 2019, Chris and Michaela Meehan sought to establish the Winton 
Tennis Centre on land adjacent to Widgeon Park.  This philanthropic gesture would have seen two 
covered tennis courts, six uncovered courts and a tennis academy established for the Waka0pu 
community, on privately owned land near Widgeon Park, at no cost to council.  This proposal was 
opposed by a group of Lake Hayes Estate residents and the resource consent applica0on was declined.  
Let’s please not let this NIMBY aktude prevail over the interests of the wider Queenstown Lakes 
district community. 
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All of the other ac0vi0es proposed on the concept plan for Widgeon Park are supported. 

Remarkables Park Limited 
10 September 2025 
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